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DIALOGUE I. 


Between Philip and Henry, concerning the 
mportance of early RELIGION, 


— 


Philip. Tos T welcome dear Hal. yon 

are come in very ſeaſonab 
to releaſe me from my tireſome employ- 
ment. ä 

Henry. Pray my dear, what have you been 
engag'd in that is fo diſagreeable? 

Phil. T have read above half a long ſormon, 
ind muſt have ended it if you had not come; 
and I am (ure I am weary enough now. 

Hal, I hope you are not fo weak as to be 
tid with reading a ſermon, and I dare ſay 
your mamma won d not ſct you to any but 
what ſhe thought might be uſeful: pray what 
vas it about 


ME, 


ASA A 


2 


r 


\ OW > I eee * 
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Phil. I don't well know; the title was the 
Pleaſure and Advantage of early Religion, I chen 


but I am ſure I ſound none in reading about 
it. „ 8 


* 


Hal. 1 am ſorry to hear you ſay fo; J Ph 
think it is a very agreeable ſubject, I wiſh I © Y 
might read it. | 5 He 
Phil. I'Il lend it you willingly when I have ,n 
read it out; but my mamma bought the book do it 
on purpoſe for me, and there are fix or ſeven e 
mor e ſermons in it, all to young people : ſo Wu. 
that, till I have read them, ſhe wou'd be diſ- Ph 
pleaſed if I lent it; and you, who are ſo hap- m 
Py as not to be forc'd to ſuch dull work as! fane 3 
am, will 1 dare ſay be ſoon fick of it, if you hat b 
begin. | 2 my m 
Hal. Oh! Phil. what you call my happi- pleaſy 
neſs I account my great misfortune, and of- lead 
ten wiſh I had ſuch a mamma as yours. them, 


* 


A 8 


. _ Phil. J am ſure you have a very good one, I FurpO 

that is exceſſively fond of you. may 

IJ Hal. lown it; and yet this very thing I 474 

daily mourn the want of, which you ſeem to of the 

think an aMiction ; I mean the advantages of S n; 
inſtruction you have, join'd with as kind and think 

* «#ender a mamma as mine. To | ſuited 

. Phil. She is very good to me for every thin that t 
elſe; but, whatever you may now think, II ur 

believe you wou'd not like it to be continual- in tc 

ly tal k'd to about things you knew nothing, the 

of. . | | whic 

Hal. She, doubtleſs, does it that you ma gion) 

know them. DE nl paths, 


_ Phil. She is never the nearer then, for 1 0 | 
| | ther 


bart 


& 
A 
Ts 
of 
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he! ther do, nor deſire to underſtand any thing of 


N, 
ut 


of 
nd 


1 


the matter. | 

Hal. Nay Phil. now you quite -thack 
me; I can ſcarce believe my own ears! 

Phil. Why? What have I ſaid that fright- 
ens you? I thought no harm, I am ſure. _ 

Hal. What! my dear, no harm. in faying 
you neither unde;ſtand religion, nor defire to 
do it? For my part, I can't conceive What 
you cou'd. have ſaid. more profane; I wiſh you 
wou'd think of it. | | 


Phil. Nay, now you make me worſe than I. 


am; I am ſure I never was accounted pro- 
fane ; what do you take me for; an atheiſt, 
that believes there is no God, becauſe I with 


my mamma would let me alone to enjoy the 


pleaſures ſuited to my age, and not fill my 
head with ſuch things as, if I was to think of 
them, wou'd only puzzle my brain to no 
purpoſe. When I am as old as the, perhaps 
[ may like it as well.  - © 

Hal. But you told me that you was reading 
of the pleaſure and advantage of early feli- 


gion; now I cou'd not ſuppoſe but you muſt. _ 
think that theſe were pleaſures and advantages 


ſuited to your age. What do you imagine 
that theſe good men that write ſuch books, 
your own mamma, and even God himſelf, 


11. join to impoſe a falſhood on you ? For is it not 


1 


in the word of God, that the ways of wiſdom 
which ate there the ſame with thoſe of reli- 


gion) are ways of pleaſantneſs ; and ail her 


paths, paths of peace ? If you have heard fo 
1 much 


-+ Ape : ag * dates 
"Bas [bath 
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much as you complain of, you muſt have 
heard of this ſcripture. | 
Pbil. Heard, yes; Ihave read it many times 

to- day, for that was the text. And I don't 
pretend to diſbelieve the truth of it, ſo that [ 
am not ſo bad as you wou'd make me, ſay 
What you will : I told you before, when lam 
older I may, perhaps, underſtand and find the 
picaſure of it. But I wonder, that either theſe 
good men, or my mamma ſhou'd think, be- 
cauſe they may find it pleaſant who are come 
to maturity of judgment, that ſuch as we who 
are in the gayeſt and giddyeſt part of life 
thou'd. | | 

Hal. But herein again, my dear, you talk 
moſt inconſiderately; for is not early religion 
recommended, nay commanded by God him- 
ſelf ? So that here you cannot come off; not 
to {ay that the calling in queſtion the judg- 
ment of your ſuperiors in this matter, beſpeak 
a lower degree of humility than what I hoped 
you had been poſleſſed of. | 

PLil. Pray who is there of our age that pua- 
zle their heads about ſuch things ? If they 
muſt while they are young, it does not follow 
that 1 necd to do it jet; I hope I am not a 
growing old-prefently. _ 
Hul. And a e you ſure of an hereafter ? O 
my dear, I beſcech you think what you are 
depending on | How many round us are year- 
ly cali's away younger than we ! And can 
you think *twill be a ſufficient plea at the bar 
of Your Judge, that you thought you was too 
young to attend to ſo ſerious a buſineſs as reli. 

| | gion! 


bh 


— 


Ic 


T- 
it 
ar 
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gion? Or will you dare to tell him, that you 
had more pleaſant and profitable employment 
to engage your thoughts and time, much 


more ſuitably to your age; that if you had 


liv'd longer you had ſome thoughts of apply- 
ing to it, according to the many exhortations 
giv'n you; that you therefore hop'd this in- 


tention to ſerve him hereafter wou'd be ac- - 


cepted, and excuſe your neglects ? 

Phil. J am not ſo ignorant as you make me 
neither, Hal. I know well enough, that 
younger than'I die; nor do I think of mak- 
ing any ſuch excuſes for myſelf before God, 
as you have framed for me. 5 


Hal. But then, pray my dear what is it that 


you depend upon, ſhou'd you be call'd away 
ſpeedily and ſuddenly as many are? 

Phil. Why, to tell you freely, tis but ſel- 
dom that any thoughts of ſuch things come 
into my mind; but, when they do, | ſatisfy 
myſelf with this,. that I have never been guil- 


ty of any groſs ſins, and have as much: reli-- 


zion as can be expected in one of my age. 
Hal. That you have not been left to com- 


mit. thoſe ſins which too many are guilty of, 
is to be ſure matter of comfort; but I ſhou'd 
be glad to know what it is that you account a 


ſufficient degree of religion. 

Phil. I go conſtantly to church, we have fa- 
mily worſhip twice a day, and ſometimes I 
pray by myſelf too; and you find, by what I 
have ſaid, I have a great deal of reading in 
good books beſides ; ſo that if I don't tpend 


B 3 enou yu 
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enovgh-of my time in religion, I don't know 
what young perſon does. 


Hal. Theſe indeed are branches of our du- 


ty, and therefore to be perform'd; and did 
you engage in them as you ought, you might 
call them parts of religion; but as the uneaſi- 
neſs you before expreſt at reading ſo much, 
gives me room to fear the other-work of this 
kind, in which you are employ'd, is equally 
diſagreeable to you, I can't think any thing 
you have mention'd deſerves to be call'd by 
that name. For you can't imagine, if you 
will but give yourſelf leave to reflect, that 
God, who has bid us give him our hearts, 
and has told us he knows the ſecrets of them, 
will accept of outward forms inſtead of ſin- 
cere worthip, or that you can impoſe upon 
him- who ſees the workings of your mind, 
and that averſion you haye to, and the weari- 
neſs you diſcover in his ſervicgeGe. 
Phil. Ibegin to ſee ſome reaſon in what you 
ſay. And if God requires the mind ſhou'd 
be engag'd in worſhip, and there is no true 
religion without, I muſt indeed give up all 
my pretences to any. e a 
Hal. Then I hope you will quickly be con- 
vinced how much you are indebted to your 
mamma for her frequent inſtructions, aud 
putting ſuch books into your hand, as, if at- 
tended to, wou'd, by the bleſſing of God, 
bring you to a ſenſe of the importance of re- 
ligion, and excite your deſires after jt. And 
fihce, by your own confeſſion, you are now 
oblig'd to own it was a ſandy foundation on 
2 | which 


, 
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which you built your hopes, you will, J truſt, 
be ſenſible that it highly concerns you with- 
out any delay, to apply ſeriouſly to an affair 
on which your eternal happineſs depends; that 


you may have ſolid ground to think of death 


with comfort, and to meet it with joy ſhould 
it ſpeedily approach to you. 
my dear, know by your own experience the 
truth of what you have this day been reading, 
that wiſdom's ways are ways of pleaſantneis. 
Give me leave then to prevail upon you to 
make the important tryal. 


Phil. Well Hal. I am now amaz'd at, my | 


thoughtleſſneſs about theſe things. I took you 


up ſhort at the beginning of this diſcourſe, aud 


atk'd you whether you took me for an atheiſt; 
and truly I am now convinc'd that I have 
liv'd like one, for tho' I boaſted then of my 
believing there was a God, I think 1 am the 
worſe rather than better for ſuch, a belief, 
ſince I have been fo ſenſeleſs as to imagine he 
wou'd accept of appearance inſtead of reality; 
and look on that as ſervice perform'd to him, 


wherein only my body was engag'd, my 


thoughts generally like the fool's eyes being 
in time of worſhip wand'ring after every va- 
nity, Well may I bluſh for ſhame that you 
who have not my advantages ſhou'd. be my in- 
ſtructor. What thanks do I owe you. 

Hal. If you are brought to ſee your duty 
and intereſt in this matter, give God the 
praiſe, who oft makes uſe of ſuch weak in- 


itruments that the power of his grace may 


* . * 


* 


hen wou'd you, 


_ 
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7 
be the more diſplay d. I am a poor 
" * teacher. — OO „ 

Phil. You have been a good one to me, I am 


ſure, But I intreat you to go on, for I am 
Iike one that has been wand'ring all night, 
who at the day-break finds his error, yet 
knows not how to get into the right path 
without ſome kind and friendly conductor. 
Hal. You have made a very proper reflec- 


tion on your preſent caſe indeed, but then 
Jou are to remember, that, to make the 


compariſon hold, you muft imagine thar this 
perſon was warn'd of the danger he was in of 
wanw'ring ; offer'd, yea intreated to accept 
of ſufficient light, direction, and affiftance 
and yet, fancying there was no occaſion, went 
obſtinately on in total darkneſs. 

Phil. You have drawn up my character to 

the life, indeed, Hal. and. your juſt addi- 
tion, I think, naturally leads me to ſee my 
firſt ſtep, which is with the deepeſt ſhame and 
remorſe to confeſs and bewail my wretched 
y, and earneſtly implore pardon. 
Hal. Tis true, repentance, as it is the 
firſt "ſtep to. reformation, ſo tis one great 
branch of religion, the whole of which is 
comprized in theſe two words; repent, and 
believe. 3 | 

Phil. But what is it to believe ? My own 
inward ſenſation now. tells me ſomewhat of 
the nature of repentance, for I ſee I have act- 
ed moſt contrary to reaſon, to go on thus re- 

rdleſs of God, or my own immortal ſoul. 
And he might now juſtly refuſe © to recewe 


— 
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my ſubmiſſion, and forgive my fins ; which 
if he ſhou'd I am undone, and that for- 
ever. | 
Hal. Herein lies the true nature of faith, 
or that believing you enquire after, that not- 
withſtanding it is thus with you, which calls 
for deepFepentance,. here is no room for deſ- 
- pair; Chriſt has purchaſed a free, and full 
1 WF pardon for all who believe in him; to him 
5 therefore are you to apply, and in him repoſe. 
vour truſt; under his conduct are you to pu 
f © yourſelf, ſincerely deſiripg to receive the in- 
t | 
It 


. 


ſtructions of his word and ſpirit, and to obe 

all his commands as your king and governor. 

And if you thus repent, and thus believe, and 

evidence the ſincerity of both, by your hatred 
to of all fin, and love to God and his ways, you 
will ſoon find the truth of what you have been 
reading, that there are pleaſures in religion to 
ad FF which you have hitherto been a ftranger ; 
pleaſures that vaſtly exceed what you have 
found in youthful delights. For to return to 
he our fimile, if the wanderer in his bitter re- 
eat flections on his fol ly, ſpys his offer'd but re- 
18 fus'd guide again near him; and upon his 

nd humble acknowledgments and earneſt prayers, . 
ready to forgive him and aſlure him of his con- 
n! ftant aſſiſtance, whilſt he follows his direc- 
t of tions. What joy muſt hereupon take place in 
- ¶ that breaſt ſo lately oppreſt with griet ! And 
re- thus encouraged and thus affiſted, with what 

pul, delight and alacrity will he go forward? | 

vl FP]. Dear Hal. how happy are you, that 
MY have made ſuch a progreſs in thoſe paths I am 
| now 
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now to enter on ! nay, and cou'd find them 
out of yourſelf, tho' I have been blind to 
them when they were ſet before me. 
Hal. No, Phil. God made uſe of means 
to open my eyes, as he uſually does; for tho 


that was wanting at home, a kind neighbour, 


who knew how it was, finding I loy'd read- 
ing, often got me in to read with her; and as 
The put the propereſt books into my hand, ſo 
wou'd ſhe endeavour to impreſs what I read, 


both on my underſtanding and conſcience. 


is thro”. her kind care, under God, that I 


know any thing of religion. But I have ſtay'd 


till I ſhall be expected home, therefore muſt go. 
Phil. Well, Hal. I ſhall ſoon call in return; 
for-I ſhall long to have more diſcourſe with 


vou. | | | : 


DIALOGUE H. 


=. 1 = 


etween Dorinda and Sophira, on the al- 
teration made in Lucinda. | 


Der. EAR Sopbira you can't think how 
3 much it concern'd me, that you 
cou'd not go with me to fee Lucinda. 
 Seph. 1 wou'd have waited on you if I cou'd 


9 


. conveniently have done it, but my ſiſter's 


illneſs is a great confinement to me; for as [ 


can divert her a little, it makes it the caſier 


ta 
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to my mamma, ſo that I did not think proper 
to aſk her. CES 
Dor. Nay then you are worſe than I ima- 
in'd ; I thought your mamma wou'd not let 
ou go. | NWS 
Soph. Indeed my dear I believe that is but 
too true, that I may be worſe than you have 
thought me, as you are I am ſenſible partial 
in my favour ; but I don't think myſelf ſo in 
this caſe, becauſe I thought I was more in thaw 
way of my duty to ſtay with my mamma, and” 
do what little I cou'd to leſſen her fati 
than I ſhou'd have been to have left her 
with a fick e nd, only to mate a'viſit, 


J 
* 


Dor. What then; muſt you be chamber* 
up, if your ſiſter lies ſick ever ſo long ? 
Soph. No, not always; have I not been ong 
afternoon with you already? My Mamma is 
rather for contriving to give me diverſion, 
than deſiring to hinder me; but this makes 
me the more unwilling to leave her, unleſs 
be to go to my moſt intimate acquaintance” © 
and 'tis more pleaſure to me to bear her com- 


to her, than it wou'd be to y time in 
viſiting. Don't at I act 
right hereig? __- 
Dor. I'ma own, it you have 


75 


. 


call'd my hg” ie tene cents day! For 
when my mamma was ſick I was far from 
acting as you have done, tho' I plainly faw 
how much ſhe deſir d my company, and how 
pleas'd ſhe wou'd be if I gffter'd her any little 


aſſiſtance; and that ſhe thought my ſtaying” 
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away from her ſo much, a very unkind treat- 
ment of one who had in my illneſs ſo tender- 
ly nurſed me ; but to me a ſick room was a 
dull place, and, for want of reflecting on 
what either duty or affection muſt have led 
me to, much more both together, I took it 
into my head that it was natural for young 
perſons to hate ſuch confinement, and there- 
fore it was excuſeable for me to decline it. 
Herein you have ſet me an example of child- 
Me duty and affection, which I hope for the 
Future I ſhall labour to follow. = 
= $2ph., I am ſure yours has, in many re- 
ſpekts, been of great advantage to me; and if 
in this, or any other inſtance, I can be ſo 
happy as to make you any ſmall return, I 
mall be very glad. But pray was your viſit 
ſo pleaſant that you wiſh'd me to enjoy it 


= 


2 


with you ? 
Dar. Yes, indeed, it was; and, I dare ſay, 


wou'd have been equally delighted had 
W | 

Soph. Then I hope you have diſcover'd 
ſome alteration in Lucinda's temper and be- 
haviour, which I ſhould be extremely glad to 
hear of, as. a religicus turn wou'd render her 
a moſt agreeable fend. 


Dor. It M fo, al 
proſpect wengw have 
Soph. Pray give me à little of your enter- 
tainment. | | 
Dor, When I went, Sophronia was a- 
lone in the parlour. She receiv'd me with 
an air of pleaſure I never diſcover d in her be- 
| fore, 


* 
«4% 


Faul 'DiaLooves. 13 
at- fore, and ſaid you are Dorinda a very agree- 


er- able gueſt, for Lucinda has been wiſhing. to 
* 2. 8ſee you ſome time, and I hope this viſit will 

an be an introduction to a greater intimacy, and 

c 


q .as I ſhall gladly encourage ſuch a friendſhip, 
ſo. have the pleaſure of believing: t vill now *' 
ng be far more deſirable to Lucinda, than what 

Tc- I ſhe has been but too much delighted with. 


ut. Whilk I was thinking for a proper reply to fo 
85 unexpected a ſpeech, Lucinda enter'd the room 


and Sophronia left us together; when ſhe, 
taking me by the hand, ſaid, You little ima» 
engine, dear Dorinda, how oft I have wilh'd.to 


42 lee you within theſe few weeks; but I fear'd : 
C '0 the entertainment you had at your firſt viſit, 
. wou'd have diſcourag'd you from making a 
viſt 


it ſecond. I replied, I wonder'd you ſhou'd: 

Y * IF have ſuch a thought, for both Sopbira and I 
took notice of the courteous reception you 

ſay, gave us; and I added, you wou'd have been 


had with me now if you had not been prevented. 
, She anſwer'd, you don't underſtand me Do- # 
rd ¶ ,.4a : I mean, on account of the diſagree»: | 
be- able company that was here. „ | 
2 - Soph. Difagreeable indeed: What cou'd 


| you reply to that? -— Ib 
Dor. I ſaid, that I muſt own I was ſorry 
aling it happen'd fo, that we came on a day when 
ſhe had company that gave themſelves fo great 

nter- Fa liberty in diſcourſe as thoſe young ladies 

did; that Sophira and I too were much con- g 

4 Fcern'd to hear theſ.cred name of God abus d, 1 


: 47 
with as it was b them, tho“ we with pleaſure ob- þ 
1255 ſery'd ſhe did not follow them herein; and, 

= e di them nerei * 


that, 5 0 


by 


n 
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that, amidſt the profuſion of empty and im- 
rtinent diſcourſe they ſo plentifully poured 
orth, we diſcern'd fo much modeſty and 
good ſenſe in her replies, as gave us room, to 
hope ſhe wou'd not be tempted to make ſuch 
her choſen companions long, as we fear d 
what we ſaw they then were. 5 
- Soph. You ſpoke your mind very freely, 
but 1 think. in an inoffenſive way. What 
anſwer cou'd ſhe make? PE. 

Dor. With tears ſhe replied, ah! Dorinda, 
what you cou'd then ſee in me that gave you 
any hope, I know not; tis true, as you ſay, 
Fdid not fall in with their profane language ; 
the ſtrict education I have had forbad that, at 
leaſt laid a reſtraint on me; for had I been 
left to go on, none knows how ſoon I might 
have been drawn to a more exact imitation of 
them, to the heart-breaking grief of my dear 
mamma, and the ruin of my own ſoul ! 

$2ph. She expreſt herſelf very ſeriouſly and 


ſenſibly indeed; but cou'd you find out what 


was the means of giving her ſo different a turn 
of thought ? „„ 5 
Dor. Ves; for upon my ſaying I was hear- 
tily glad to hear ſhe had herſelf diſcover'd the 
ſnares.that, amidſt ſuch companions, ſhe was 


encompaſs d with, She replied; Oh! Do- 


7inda, you are miſtaken; I went on blindly, 
and was deaf to all the kind and preſſing ex- 
hortations of the moſt pious and tender pa- 
refit, who often with floods of tears entreated 
me, to conſider what I was doing. She often 
pleaded, that if I wou'd thus continue to be 

1 | n à com- 


* * 
N 
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. 2 companion of fools, I muſt with them be 
im- deſtroyed, and that my puniſhment wou'd be 
ured W fo much the worſe another day, as my advan- 
and tages for knowing and acting better were 
n to greater than theirs. That therefore, ſhe who 
ſuch might as a parent command me, did yet as a 
friend exhort me to have ſome pity on my 
own precious immortal ſoul, if I cou'd not 
ely, be moy'd with the thought of bringing down 
That the grey hairs of my widow parent with for- 

roy to the grave. Theſe diſcourſes of hers 1 
aa, generally melted me into tears ; yet, alas no 
you ſooner did an opportunity offer being with my 
ſay, I favoufite companions, but I veadily. fell in | 
ge; vwich it, and all my mamma's inſtructions were 


If e,, Cone 
been Soph, his is a lively picture of the firſt 
ight approaches of ruin, to many a young perſon 


n of who has had a religious education; thus they 
dear I ſtifle the convictions of their own conſciences, 
and give ear to the ſolicitations of their wick 


and ¶ ed allociates, Who ſeldom reſt till they have 
vhat brought them to the ſame degree of hard- 1 
turn I neſs and: ſtupidity: they themſelves are arriy'« 'F 
4% inn N I 


* 


ar- Dar. Tis true; and this ſeem'd likely to 
the have been ſoon the caſe here, for ſhe own'd 


was that tho her love to her mamma was always 

Do- ſo great that ſhe could not bear to ſee her uu, 
dly, . and had therefore often made à xeſolu- 

ex- tion not to exceed the time fixed for ber re- 
| . ; ns” i 28 N 

pa- turn, if ſhe ever went with them again on 
ated any party of pleaſure.;. yet when ſhe bas.urg'd | 
fren her mamma's expecting her as a reaſon. to 
ov „ „ 


Om 
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break off, they have as with one conſent ban- 
ter'd her out of ſuch a fooliſh regard to a mo- 


ther ; told her, now ſhe was old enough to 


know what ſhe lik'd, better than one who, 
being paſt theſe gayeties of youth, had forgot 
what *twas to be young. Theſe Dorinda, 
added ſhe, were the Inſtructions I had abroad, 
and to which (thoughtleſs creature that I was) 
I gave ſo much attention, that I began to 
look upon myſelf as abridg'd of innocent li- 
berties, and to regard my dear mamma as one 
that exerciſed an, unreaſonable authority over 
me. This dreadful length was I run (to my 
ſhame may I ſpeak it) when God, by an aw- 
ful and awakening providence, ſtopt me in 
my career, laid me on a ſick bed, and even 
brought me to the brink of the grave: 
_ $ph, I heard ſome time ago, that ſhe was 
very ill of a ſurfeit ſhe got by going with 
them ſomewhere, but I did not know that 
{he was ſo bad. On Fer ue | 
Dor. Nor I neither; but it ſeems her life 
was deſpair'd of, and. when ſhe thought ſhe 
ſhou'd die, and came to reflect on the occa- 
ſion of her illneſs, it cut her to the heart that 


: | ſhe ſhould extort ſo unwilling a confent from 


her mamma, to a journey for which ſhe 
ſhou'd now pay ſo dear. But, ſaid ſhe, I 
can't ſay I carried my views beyond the grave, 
till thoſe two ladies you met here came to ſee 
me; they appear'd concern'd at my illneſs, 


but upon intimating that I beliey'd I ſhould 


die, one of them in her uſual profane way 
begg'd me not to indulge ſuch melancholy 
; fancies, 


Ca- 
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fancies, for ſhe did not doubt but I ſhou'd 
ſoon be able to take ſuch another tour. Les, 
yes, I don't queſtion it, laid che other; pray 
Lucinda don't think of leaving us to go into 
tother world yet, we can't ſpare you ſo ſoon; 
come, III tell you what charming diverſion 
we had laſt night. This diſcourſe quite 


ſhock'd: me; and I replied, I am palt diver- 


BS 8 


ſion now, nor can I bear to hear of it. The 
diftreſs of my mind was indeed too great to be 
expreſt. And is it certain there is another 
world? thought I, as I have been taught, 
and as even theſe poor profane creatures feem 
to believe! What will then be my ſtate, who 
muſt enter into it before I have taken any 
meaſures. to prepare. for it? The anguiſh. of 
my mind had ſo great an influence on my 
body, that I was ſoon to appearance chang'd 
for death, and too far gone to have any ſenſe. 
But it pleas'd God to give a revival; and 
when I firſt recover d ſenſe, I found my 
mamma weeping over me. My dear child, 
ſaid ſhe, can you ſpeak: once again tot your 
poor mamma? Yes, mamma, faid I, God 
bas giv.n. me time to beg, your pardon, and 
alls you to pray that he will. forgive me, 

here is, any hope. Hope, my dear, replied 
ſhe ; yes, I bleſs God, there is abundant. 


ground!.of hope. On this, ſhe faid a few 
words more by way of encouragement and 
left me, not daring to talk long to we; and 
I, incapable of further reflection, fell aſleep. 
I had a good night, and found-myſdlt greatly 
alter'd for the 1 in* the morning, But 
: Hp u 
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the more capable I was of thought, the more 
did the diſtreſs of my mind encreaſe; my 
mamma inJeed did all that ſhe cou'd to abate 
my fears, and raiſe my hopes. Juſt as ſhe 
had giv'n me this account, company came in 
to drink tea with her, ſo that the reſt I muſt 
wait for till next time we meet. 
» _ Soph. I thank you for this part, which has 
rais'd my deſire to ſee her. 1 
Dor. She promis'd me a quick return to 
my viſit, and then I hope you'll meet her. 
_ "Soph. You may depend on it I will, if 1 


. "4 SIN ES . A 
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-- ... The ſame continued. 
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' Between Lucinda and Dorinda. 
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Lu. I Hase made this quick return to your 
I viſit, Dorinda, to ſhow how accept- 
able yours was, and fet you ſuch an example 


ow 


as L am Jefitous you thou'd follow. © © 


you, I ſhall not be backward to imitate you. 


* * 1 1 1; 
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Dor. Tis very obliging; and, I'll affure 
Lu. Shan't we have the pleaſure of Sophi- 


Dor. Her ſiſter dy d laſt night, which has 
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e Lu. L am ſorry for their afflition, and our 
loſs E her company - a 

e Dor. As to the child's death I think it is a 

e | e for it was never like to be well, tho” 


n ſuppoſe: the mamma will be greatly afflicted, - 
for ſhe was exceeding fond of it; but Tam. 
ſorry it happen'd at this time to prevent her 

as coming, and yet, when I conſider, I am ſen- 

I fible how abſurd it appears, but to frame a 

to | wiſh that the poor child's life and miſery. 

ſhou'd have been prolong'd, that I might have 

had my deſires; and I think nothing ever 

open'd my eyes as this incident has done, to 

ee the unaccountable folly of my fretful im-. 

patient temper, which ſo often gives uneaſi-' :. 

— |} neſs to myſelf and thoſe about me; how un- 

Lreaſonable 'tis in me to expect every thing 

I ſhou'd fall out juſt according to my fancy, 

J or give way to diſcontent when it does not. 
You, I believe, know nothing of this; Iam 
ready to envy” you. for yout calm and ay 
tempeerrtltlrlr;,! | 

I Lu. My dear, tis very herd indeed if you 

J envy me that little ſeeming good I have in 

our me I there is, to be ſure, apreat deal of diffe- 

pt - rence in natural tempers, and you are ſo far 

ple in the right, that I have not ſo great a mix- 

ture zeitheriof the paſſionate or fretful in mine 

ſure as ſome have; but if you find that in yours ö 

on. Which you complain of, I doubt not but as 

phi-¶ you are ſenſible of it, you will ſoon be able in 
Ia great (meaſure to overcome it; and then 
has I yours: ye have ſo far the advantage of mine, 
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as a virtuous. habit is beyond a natural endow- 
ment, PE bode pn ct 
Dor. I hope I ſhall both pray and ftrive 
more againſt this weakneſs, and hall rejoice. 
if Lmay be enabled to gain. ſome, conqueſt 
over it. But Fl not detain you longer on 
this ſubject now, as I impatiently long for the 
reſt of that remarkable account you was. giv- 
ing me concerning yourſelf. If you remem- 
ber you had mention'd your being on the 
mending hand, and the continuance. of your 
ſolicitude, together with the care your mam- 
ma took to abate your fears encoarage 

r hopes. „ . 

Lu. Tis true, here I ſtopt; but alas the 
conflicts I met with ſtopt not here; and had 
it not been for the ſeaſonable exhortations, 
ſtructions, and cautions of my dear mam- 
ma, it ſeem'd to me as if I muſt either have 
funk into deep deſpair, or, in order to free 
myſelf: from ſuch uneaſy: gueſts as my own 
thoughts were now become, have fallen in 


with the temꝑptations I had to return to my 


former thoughtleſſneſs amongſt my; old com- 
panions, Mh came frequently to me when 
Was ſo badi Laa $k lot E 1 


ſtate of mind as yours, muſt· be very diſagree- 
„ Lo wotoliue cave 2107 
Lu. ''Tis: impoſſible; to deſatibe the wor 


ings. of my thoughts on thefe ogeaſions. The 
very of the perſons I had been ſo fond 
of, fill'd mm with anguiſh, as it tecall'd to 
mind thoſe days of vanity I now 
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repented. And tho' for the moſt part their 
ſociety was as really ungrateful to. me as it 
had been delightful, I. was often fill'd with 
fears, leaſt I ſhou'd again come to like it. 
And how to get rid of them I knew not. But 
one day, when my mamma had been talking 
to me in a moſt encouraging manner, I found 
my hopes riſe to a higher pitch than they had 
ever before done, and I was then (for the firſt 
time) ſo free with my mamma as to tell her 
the concern theſe viſitors gave me, and aſk 
her what I ſhou'd do to get rid of them, with» 
out giving them cauſe of offence. - | © 
Dor. That was indeed a very prudent ſtep, 
for I think it was a difficult caſe. 1 8 
Lu. My mamma told me, if it pleas'd God 
to give me his grace to perhit in my preſent 
pious purpoſes and reſolutions, ſhe apprehend- 
ed it wou'd be no hard taſk; as they wou' 
ſoon grow weary of my company, when they 
found I took no delight in any of their vain 
amuſements, and empty, nay profane conver- 
ſes, as ſhe believ'd I now accounted them: 
and eſpecially, my dear, added ſhe, if you 
can but get ſo much courage and reſolution, 
in a modeſt and civil way, to ſhow your diſ- 
like of their profaning the name of God ; and 
that contempt of a ſerious and ſtrict courſe of 
religion, you ſay, they ſo often expreſs. And 
as it hath pleaſed God ſo wonderfully to ſpare 
your life beyond all expectation, this great de- 
liverance from death gives you a very proper 


opportunity of letting them know what diffe- 


rent views of eternity, the proſpect of its near 
| . . 
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.approach had preſented to your mind; and 
the ſenſe you now have of the value and im- 
portance of that time you have laviſh'd away, 


with the reſolution you have made in depend- 


ance on that grace which hath thus, open'd 
your eyes, to fee both your duty and intereſt, 
to improve the little remaining time of life in 
a better manner than you have done what is 


x: paſt. 1 : | US: +" 4 


Dor. This was very good advice, but my 
difficulty I muſt own wou d have been to have 
got courage to comply with it; 1 have great 
Treaſon to confeſs a great deficiency. in this re- 


ſpect, thro a falſe ſhame which keeps my 


mouth often clos d, when. I am ſenſible it 
ought; nay ſincerely deſirous it ſhou'd be o- 
pen d, to put in a word to bear my teſtimony 
againſt what is wrong, and in favour of rell- 


Tu. 1 doubt not 1 ſhou'd have been as 
much at a loſs in this reſpect, had not the late 


views I had of the eternal world till left i 
deep an impreſſion, as in a great meaſure car- 


ried me above all other conſiderations; and 
ſeem' d to inſpire in me a teſolution and firm- 


neſs of mind, with a freedom and openneſs of 
temper, to which before I Was an utter ſtran- 
ger. Whilſt my mamma and Lwere in this 


diſcourſe, one came up to tell me two of theſe 
ladies were come. On which my mamma 
ſaid, now my dear is the time for you to 


make a trial of the advice I have given, you 
and I pray God ſa to open your: lips, that 


your mouth may ſhew forth his praiſe, Re- 
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member David, who put up this prayer, and 
reſolves he will ſpeak of the teſtimonies: of 
God, and will not be aſhamed even before 
kings. And who knows what an effect it 
may have upon fome of them; and therefore 
let pity and compaſſion. for theſe thoughtleſs 
creatures,” that are running on in the broad 
road to ruin, fill your breaft and inſpire a 
proper tenderneſs into your diſeourſe. 
thank'd her for theſe inſtructions, and the 
left me and ſent them up. That ſhort inter- 
val I imploy'd in lifting up my heart to God 
for his aſſiſtance. When they enter'd the 
room I met them, which they expreſ#d much 
pleaſure at my being able to do. Treplied 1 
have the greateſt reaſon to be thankful that I 
am thus far recoyer'd. Yes, ſaid Florelfa, did 
I not always tell you, you wou'd not die; but 
[ verily believe you fancy'd you ſhou'd, and 
that made you worſe than you wou'd have 
been. Well, come, ſays Cleanthe, don't let's 
bring any of thoſe dull thoughts into her 
mind again; the danger is over now, and 
you begin to look fine and well, Lucinda; L 
hope we ſhall have the pleaſure of ſeeing you 
amongſt us very ſoon. You muſt mend as 
aſt as you can, to get out of this moaping 
place. I thank'd them for their kindneſs in 
oming to ſee me, which muſt be bat a very 
iſagreeable employment to them. As to my 
langer, I ſaid, I believ'd that was viſible to 
| around me, as well as to myſelf ; and 
erefore the fears I had entertain'd were but 
bo well grounded, as I was very ſenſible I 

| was 


1 


Z 


enjoy yourſelf and friends; good now, don't 


ling me God had givin me my life that Preſſio 
might improve it, in preparing for a better ind th 
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was far from being prepar'd for another 
world. But pray, my dear, ſaid Horella, 
don't put on ſuch a gloomy countenance, nor I ot 
ſpeak ſo mournfully about it, now you ſee 
you are not going. God only knows, re- in 


- plied I, how much longer I have to continue ¶ ſuc 


here. He has, bleſſed be his name, giv'n me of 
ſome time and ſpace for repentance,” 3/4 515 
paration; I wiſh I may be gr. HH e 
it as I ought. I beg of , Linda, aid ff fan 
Florella, let's have no more of theſe melan- | wh 
choly fancies, now you are well enough to but 


talk of repentance and preparation for an- 
other world. You ſee you are returning to 
this again, and if you were not I know no- Iflict 
thing you have done to repent of; but I ſup- cou 
poſe your pious mamma has been continualiy the! 
preaching to you, as you know ſhe uſed to do] D 
when you was well; and you, affrighted with etur 
your illneſs, and incapable of your uſual di- 
verſions, have giv'n ſuch ear to her as has? 
f11'd your head with theſe diſmal whims. Iten 
is nothing elſe, depend upon it, my dear, ou 
ſaid Cleanthe ; for I remember, when I was") pr 
ſick once, my grand-mamma uſed to give mend m 


ſuch lectures, and 1 was ſo fooliſh as to mindfempt: 


them. Nay, after I was pretty well, ſhe tel- 


J very orderly follow*d her advice, and ſpent 
a great deal of my time in reading and prayers 
and was as ſtrict as a nun; but when I got 
again amongſt my old aſſociates, they ſoor 

8 ban 
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banter'd me out of my preciſeneſs ; and we 


Fi mall, I doubt not, quiekly get you into an- 
or other temper. ; 

9 Dor. Theſe are perſons that ſeem to glory 
e. in their ſhame indeed; I think but few r 
ue ſuch lengths of open profaneneſs and contempt 
me || of all religion; I cou'd not have had patience 
Quad them out. 5 
ps not, eſpecially with thoſe pro- 
id fanations 3 th, acred name of God with 
an- | which almoſt every ſentence was intermix'd; 
to] but you are to conſider, theſe were what had 
»n't been my choſen companions, here was no al- 
| teration for the worſe in them, and therefore 
to | what I had to do, was to bear that as an af- 


no- (fiction which had been my delight, till 1 


no- : 
cou'd in an inoffenſive way get free, or be 


"ally the owe: Ser: at altering them. 
odo Der. You argue very right; Pray what 


with return cou'd you make to what they ſaid ? 


vi part of their diſcourſe ; but as ſuch converſa- 
 1tftion was, I knew, diſagreeable to them, I 
Jear ll ou'd only tell them, that I hop'd and pray'd 
pas liny preſent views of _ might be laſting, 
e melend my reſolutions too firmly. fix'd for any 
mindſtemptations to remove. That I was very ſen- 
Stble it was but too common for ſick- bed im- 
reflions to wear off as Clanthe's had done, 


7285 and that then they naar" left the mind 
ſpen nore harden'd ; but 1 hop'd this wou'd nat 
ayersÞ* my caſe. That as to calling them melan- 
1 got holy whims, I cou'd aſſure them they were 
y ſoo rely miſtaken, the bitter ons | had- 


» 


Lu. I told them that I cou'd anſwer every 
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made on my miſpent time, were founded on 
the higheſt reaſon ; and the hopes I now had 
that God had pardon'd* me and receiv'd me 
to favour, that, he wou'd own me as his child 
now, and beſtow on; me a never-ending hap- 
pineſs hereafter, had giv'n me a pleaſure far 
juperior to all I ever felt in the gayeſt delights 
of ſenſe, Upon my word, ſaid Florella,' you 
will make me quite fick ; I muſt leave you, 
if you will go on with this cant. And I toc, 
fays Cleanthe, for I am afraid this deſtemper 
of your's is catching, ; I feel ſuch qualms that 
J durſt not ſtay. I beſeech you, dear ladies, 
ſaid I, whatever you think of me, don't make 
ſo free with religion itſelf, particularly you 
| Cleanthe, who have known what ſerious im- 
preſſions are; remember there will come a 
time when you will with you had continu'd 
to follow that good advice you now deride; 
and, oh that you might both. ſee your true 
intereſt before it be too late. And fo you 
. wou'd very kindly wiſh us like you, wou'd 
you ? ſaid Florella ; we're extremely oblig d 


blame me, for my dcfires after their true ard 
laſting happineſs ; and that as we know we 
can't live here always, and know not how 

| ſoon. we may be call'd hence, I wiſh'd no 
worſe for them than I did for my own ſoul, 
which is that it may be entitled to a better 
life in heaven when it leaves this. Well, ſaid 
Florella, I hope your ſermon is done; 1 
taought we muſt Lear it out, but 1 can ſtay 
no longer. Nor I neither, faid Cleanthe. 
E . 


* * 


to you. I told them they cou'd not certainly 


lon 
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| told them tea was coming, and, I wou 1 5 
promiſe to talk no more in this way; twas 
all in vain, keep them I cou d not. Away 
they went, and I have not ſcen one of the 
ſet fince. For theſe making their report to 
the others, they, inſtead of coming, have 


join'd toxeize me” with letters, which | I am 


ſtill anſwering. 

Dor. Well, I think you have got rid, of 
them purely, and I ſuppoſe Your anſwers 
won't induce them to converſe long this 
way. 

Lu. I ſuppoſe not, for they ſcm all but 
the more fully bent to do evil, except Clean- 
the, Who is at preſent under ſome returning 
convictions ; and I had a letter from her to- 
day that pleas d me much, ſhe ſeems to 
want to come to town chiefly to talk with 
me. | ; + 60) Hl 

Dor, Happy will you be, if God mink: 25 you 
the inſtrument of good to her. | 

Lu. *T will be an honour indeed, if I may 
do any thing to glorify that God i have lo 
long honour'd. „%%% as 


 FamiLiaR DiaLocuss. 


. 


DIALOGUE Iv. 


Between Dorinda and Sophia, on account | © 
- of a diſagreeable Vit. m 


Dor. W OM E, my dear Sophia, n. 
155 I am rejoiced to ſee you again 

at my houſe, _ A | | 
. Soph, You might be ſure I wou'd gladly } © 
embrace the firſt opportunity, to thank you Þ © 


for that pleaſure your friendly epiſtles have N 
giv'n me in this melancholy time of confine- 
ment; particularly thelaſt, with the remain- 4 


ing account of Lucinda, which has yielded 
me great delight, and excited my longing 
deſire to be more intimately acquainted with P. 


her. But pray how went you thro? your yeſ- 70 
terday's fatigue you mention d? I heartily | '” 
pitied you, and ſhall be glad to hear you are || *** 
like to get off from ſo diſagreeable acquaint- e. 
ance ina civil way. | a 


Dor. I hope I am in a fair way for it. I 
believe my gueſts were not much pleas'd with 4 
the entertainment I gave them; and that at . 
leaſt we ſhall keep from an intimacy, to ff * 
which they have ſeem'd much forwarder than 
they now appear to be. It was indeed a very 


* |  wre- 


1¹ 


means you might poſſibly have a. ſmall ſhare 
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tireſome afternoon, Cenſoria, Gaudia, and 
Haughtitia all came; but, which you may 
be ſure I was not wt ery for, Srmphicia was 
9 

Sepb. T hat was e combork as by that 


in the converſation, which in her company 
I hear is hard to gain. 

Dor. She does, indeed, verify the faying 
of the wiſe man, that a fool is known. by the 
multitude of words; for as he elſewhere ex- 
preſſeth it, her mouth poureth out fooliſh- 
neſs; but how tireſome ſoever it be to hear 
her, I often think her more an object of pity 
than anger; as to be ſure her natural parts 
are very weak, ſhe ſeems: to have juſt ſenſe 
enough, with the help of a good memory, to 
render herſelf very impertinent in. company. 
But when 1 ſurvey the malice and ill- nature 
of Cenſoria, the-vanity and emptineſs of Gau- 
dia, and the ſcornful pride of, Hiughtitta, it 
raiſes juſtly my indignation ; and I own my 
patience is-put to the utmoſtſtretch to bzhave 
with any decency towards them. They 
found me a-reading,. which Gaudia took no- 
tice of, and ſaid ſhe had heard I was a great 
reader ; but, for her part, ſhe had not a taſte: 
polite enough for that ſort. of entertainment, 
nor had ſhe time for it, having a large ac- 
quaintance, dreſſing, viſiting, and receiving 
viſits, engroſs d moſt. of hers. Haughtitia re- 
plied that is not my caſe, I can find more 
time for reading than I can books to read, 
for Lam as curious ue them as I am in my. 

3 


* 
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acquaintance, and one may ſee twenty before 
one meets with any that are worth reading, 
either for the ſubject, ſenſe or ſtyle, tho' I be- 
lieve I have got as 2 a collection as molt. 
On this Cenſaria, who had taken up the book, 
ſaid, this is a curious ſubject, I'll aſſure you, 
The Government of the Paſſions. 1 ſuppoſe, 
Dorinda, you are a going to turn philoſopher. 
J replied, fo much philoſophy as to enable me 
to comply with the rules there laid down, 
J muſt pwn I long'd to be miſtreſs of, the" 1 
fear d attaining it. She after having look d 
a little into it, threw it down on the table, 
ſaying ſhe wou'd leave me to the ſtudy of it, 
for ſhe ſaw nothing in it that ſhe underſtood, 
And immediately afk'd me if I had not heard 
of the whimſical turn Lucinda had taken, 
whereby ſhe had loſt as fine a ſet of acquaint- 
ance, as any girl of her age and fortune eyer 


ad. 
Seph. A fine ſet indeed ! and a great loſs 
ſhe has ſuſtain d! What cou'd you reply? 
ſuppoſe you did not fail to ſay ſomewhat in 
her vindication. | 
Dor. | ſaid, I know very well that Lu- 
cinda has, fince her late illneſs, much loſt her 
reliſh for thoſe gay amuſements which before 
ingroſs'd too much her thoughts and time; 
and that ſhe judg'd it both her duty and inte- 
reſt, to act for the future more like a rgaſon- 
able creature and a chriſtian, and accordingly 
devotes part of that time ſhe was wont to 
ſquander away in meer vanity, to the peculiar 
exerCiſcs of religion; whilſt the teſt is * 
18 „ a 
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if not in ſo gay, yet in far mare rational em- 
ployments. I ſaw they had ſcarcepatienceits' - 
hear me out; looking at each other as in aa 
urpriae: when Haughiutia, with a ſcornſul 
ſmile, turning to Cenſaria, faid, I think De- 
rinda has giv'n us a full proof, that ſhe is her - 
ſelf a good proficient in that part of phiſoſo - 
y ſhe is ſtudying ; for ſince ſhe is arriv'd ſo 
far as to be able thus gravely to juſtify Eucinda 
in her retreat from the world, and all the 
iverſions proper for one of her age, no doubt 
ut ſhe herſelf will ſoon retire too. No! 
ope not, ſaid Gaudia ; for I ſhou'd be very | 
orry to have the pretty, - genteel Dorinda, 
turn a recluſe with Lucinda. 8o indeed ſhou'd 
I, anſwer'd Cenſoria; as for Lucinda, I don't 
know any great damage that is done by it ; for 
{ heard one of her intimates ſay ſhe was as 
well loſt as found, it being always work 
enough for them to keep her tolerably eaſy in 
her way of life: but 1 take Dorinda to have 
a far better taſte. And I too, ſaid: Haug 
titia; or elſe, I aſſure you, I'd not enter 
this door. | net | 
Soph. Well, on my word, they play d cun- 
ning now, beſetting you with flattery. 2 
Dor, They did ſo; but, as it was pretty 
viſible, it had no effect. For I replied, in- 
deed ladies I pretend not to lay claim to tho | 
qualifications you have been ſeverally pleas' 
to confer on me ; but I muſt your par- 
dons if I once again attempt to {et you right 
in your notions of Lucinda. She is far from 
attempting to retire from the world, You 
| very 


ts well know, notwithſtanding their birth 
and fortunes, which render them conſiderable 
in the eyes of the world, thoſe - Lucinda has 
been ſo intimate with, have had a much 
looſer education than ſhe, or any of us have 
had. You cannot be inſenſible, that they 
take great liberties in their ſpeech, profaning. 
the name of God; and in their actions in di- 
vers reſpects, too notorious to be hid; and 
therefore, when Lucinda was brought to ſe- 
rious reflection, is it any wonder ſhe no longer 
delighted in ſuch ſociety: nor is it any thing 
more ſtrange, that they have not only for- 
ſaken, but derided her for it. But that ſhe 
is therefore grown unſociable, is far from be- 
ing the caſe. Had you been here yeſterday, I 
believe you wou'd have diſcern'd no alteration 
in her, except, having heard of it, you had 
watch'd her the more narrowly, as I find you 
have now done me,. on my ſpeaking in her 
favour. This. ſpeech filenc'd them all. And 
opportunely tea came in as we wers all ata 
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- fallſtand, . + D 
Sopb. I think you, ſtood it out couragi: 
ouſly ; for three againſt one is hard. But go 


. 985 8 
Dor. I ſhall give you no further particulars. 

of our converſation, as at tea, and after, a 
variety of ſubjects came upon the ſtage; only 
obſerve to you, that poor Gaudia quite tir d 

; me with an account of dreſs and faſhions, 
which the others animadverted upon; Haugh- 

titia in her ſcornful, and Cenſoria in her de- 

Bo Soph. 


. 


* 


lars 
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Saph. I think 5 whe was the worſt to 
bear with; for as bad as vanity and pride are, 
11 nature and detraction appear to me the 
moſt miſchievous to ſociety. | 
Der, Tt is ſo : and therefore how little ſo- 
ever lik'd it, I paſt over in ſilence Gaudia's 
deſcription of the dreſs of ſuch and ſuch per- 
ſons as ſhe nam'd, and likewiſe ſome lofty ex- 
preſſions of Haughtitia concerning thoſe ſhe 
thought beneath her. But the remarks Cen- 
ſeria made, I cou'd not hear and fit mute; 
for as ſhe cou'd let no one paſs without ſome 
ſpiteful reflection, either on their dreſs, perſon 
or character, as I happen'd to know ſome- 
what of them, I wau'd not ſuffer one to be 
diſmiſt till 1 had put in a word by way ol 
commendation as we went along. T his 1 
ſaw Cenſoria took, and cou'd-perceive it ſtung 
her to the quick. And now Sophia by this 
account you may judge how likely we ſeem 
to wear off an acquaintance, which 1 Dogan : 
only to oblige my pappa; and which therefore 
] ſhou'd rejoice if they wou'd drop on their 
fide. And that it may be fo, as I have made 
this beginning I ſhall not fail in the returns 
I make to the viſit, to carry on if poſſible to 
a greater length my freedom with them; 
which I hope will prevent my having any 
more of that work. ; | 
S-ph. But perhaps if you come to talk 
more plainly to them, you may be a means of 
convincing them of their faults, and that wilt 
de far better than breaking aff, 
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Dor. I think there is no likelihood of it, 


_ theſe having each a darling paſſion indulg'd 1 
to ſo great a degree; and no ſign of any re- tl 
gard to religion, as you may perceive by what m 

e 1 


they ſaid of Lucinda. | | 
9 7 $66. This makes the caſe indeed much 110 
more doubtful, for a ſenſe of duty will BY w 
_ Excite to far more vigorous attempts to ni 
ſubdue any ungovern'd paſſion, than any 
other. conſiderations. But your diſcourſe I ſor 
may bring them to ſome reflections which his 
may have a happy effect. And particular- an- 
Ty poor Gaudia, who, by what I have ff as] 
heard, has every qualification that wou'd me 
render her an agreeable companion, were ſhe 2 
not ſo. wholly engroſs'd by mere vanity. to 
Cou'd ſhe be brought once ſeriouſly to conſi- kne 
der how mean and low thoſe ſubjects are that ever 
take up her time and thoughts, compar'd with | - 
thoſe nobler objects that demand her attenti- 
on; what mere trifles faſhion and dreſs are, to 
draw the chief regards of a rational creature, 
deſign'd for a never ending ſtate; I can't 
think but it wou'd have ſome influence on 
"Dor conduct. 5h i - | | 
Dor. You are ſo far right, that there ſeems FR 
moſt hopes of her; ſhe is to be ſure very af- 
fable in her behaviour, and good humour'd 
in all her diſcourſe; and 1 ee her being! 
left ſo young by her mamma, has been a great | £m, 
* diſadvantage to her; for as her pappa is very} ß 
rich, has no other child, and is extremely{with 1 
fond of her, he never thinks any thing too] Or; 
'. coſtly for her. And thus being from her in-ſſzgain 
| „ fancy + © 


* 
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fancy indulg'd in following every new fa- 


7 

d ſhion, it ſeems to be grown into a habit; and 

. the contrivances for dreſs, appears to her the 

it moſt important affair that can come before 
her. | Eo 

- Soph. What is Mr. ? I thought he 

xl was a ſober man ;-has he took no pains to fur- | 

to | niſh her ming | 


ny Dor. He is, I believe, a very religious per- 
iſe I} ſon, and has not been wanting according to 
ch his opportunities; but he is little at home, 
ar- and l fear ſhe is fallen into the hands of ſuch 
ve as have been an obſtruction to her improve- 
u'd ment in true wiſdom. 1 e 

ſhe Seph. Well, theſe are all ſo many motives 
ty. to excite your ſerious attempt; and who 
nſi- knows how far God may ſucceed it? how- 
hat ever, you will find ſatisfaction herein, | 
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7 af- . | VV 
urd] Between Emilia and Orindda. 
eng ROE FLY 


Emil. VN ELCOME, my dear Orinda's 


very} this day of your return I have 
melywith no ſmall impatience waited for. 

too] Orin. 'Tis with pleaſure I ſee my Emilia 
er in- . 


gain; T hope you are all well. 
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Emil. We are now, I bleſs God; but my 

dear mamma has been ſo ill, I was afraid 

*  ſhou'd have loſt her, e | 

Orin, Pray how are all my old acquain- I 


tance ; particularly dear Silvia? Por 
Emil. She was pretty well yeſterday; and, 
in general, I believe they are all ſo. Ly 
Orin. Pray what is 3 matter then; for I 
perceive you ſpeak faintly. | 8 
| — one you — that Silvias leg 
pappa is dead? | e Jer 


Orin. Not a word of it? I aſk'd my ſiſter | ( 
how all my friends did, and I remember ſhe 1 
look'd at my mamma, who replied for her, ſt b 
they are all pretty well. I ſuppoſe ſhe was | Cc 
loath I ſhou'd know till I had din'd; for as Haſt 
1 always took her fora very dutiful child, it 
muſt to be ſure. be a great affliction; but I 
hauoope ſhe will wear it off in a little time, as ſhe 
cou'd have (I think) no very tender affection 
for a father that ſhow'd'ſo little regard to her. 
But pray how has he acted at laſt? I hope he 
has not difcover'd his partiality in his will, but 

has at leaſt left them equal. 1 
F Emil. Ves, he has left em equal indeed; 
but that is, Orinda!- the moſt ſhocking part 
of the ſtory. This equality amounts to no- 
thing but their clopths. ' - f ple 
* _ Oran. Is it poſſible? You have ſo ſurpriz'd fnuſf 
me, | can ſcarce: believe my ears! Ly/ander Y Or; 
dead ! and left-nothing for his children! poor put w 
Sitvia ! OR am „dit 
Emil. Tie but too certain, a reality; I Hat / 
have never been one day from her; ſo that 
„ O00. 
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tho' giddy, ſhou'd ſhow no concern on ſuch 
an occaſion. a | | 

Emil. When ſhe found there was no hope 
ſhe took on at a ſad rate, and when he was 
dead ſhe for a time appear'd ſo too; but there 
wou'd have been no fear of her ſinking under 
her grief, had ſhe not ſoon underſtood that 
ſhe had with her father loſt her all. On this. 
account ſhe is indeed as yet inconſolable, and 
we are afraid of the event; fo that notwith- 
ſanding my ſuperior affection for Silvia, | 5 
have not been able to refuſe her the largeſt _ 


ſhare in my pit. 2 
Orin, She is to be pitied to be fate; but 1 ©? 
can't be of your mind, for you know we ſay wary 
charity begins at home ; and ſure then, tho ©." 
we ought to compaſſionate others, our pity yoo 
muſt Work the ſtrongeſt towards our deare af; 
friends, a; their griefs touch us more ſen- Ft 
bh 20-4 Us ASP _— 
Emil. Tis very true, we muſt han find 8 un 
ourſelves the deepeſt ſharers in their diſtreſs = 
I only mean, that I think Fhora's caſe on 4 
many accounts far the moſt pityable. Siluid“ G2. 
behaviour thro the whole of this trying time fach 
has been ſuch as hath ſeemꝰ d to raiſe the paſſi 8 K 


ons of wonder and eſteem, rather than pity c 
And L hope 1 ſhall ever have cauſe to ble es 
God, that his providence call'd me not only 
to viſit but almoſt to live in that houſe © 
mourning. For the guardian Ly/ander hz ee 
left, who is Euander, knowing our intimacy 7 
begg d I wou'd be with Sylvia as much 5 wal 
cou | 
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cou'd, which my mamma was very willing I 
ſhou'd. e . 

Orin. I well know Siluia had long ago re- 
nounced this world as her portion, and plac'd 
her ſupreme happineſs in things far ſuperior to 
what this whole globe can furniſh out. But 
yet to be left fatherleſs, to be ſtript of all at 
once, and ſo very unexpectedly, appears a ſhocæ 


too great for the ſtrongeſt mind to bear up 


under, with any degree of calmneſs, with- 
out extraordinary ſupport. i 
Emil. Yet thus has the power of divine 
grace, diſplay'd its efficacy on her young and 
tender mind. She mourn'd her parent in a 
manner becoming a dutiful and affectionate 
child, that had learn'd and labour'd to prae- 
tice the duty of reſignation. Indeed when 
ſhe carried her thoughts beyond the grave, it 
wou'd ſometimes almoſt ſhock her tender 
frame. Yet here ſhe ſtrives to let in all the 


glimmerings of light that appear, by reflect - 
ing on the pleaſure with which he heard her 
read to him in ſome intervals of reaſon, thank 
ing her for it, and telling her he hop'd that 
God whom ſhe ſerv'd wou'd be her. conſtant 
father and friend, and take care of her, tho? 
he had not. Then with the utmoſt earneſt- 
neſs he beg'd of God to pardon his fins, and 
with that petition in his mouth expir'd. And 
for my part, I have thought it my duty to 
incourage theſe hopes in her, as 'tis not for 
us to ſay what God may do at laſt, in a way 


of ſovereign grace. LT 4 


. 
1. 
2. 
WL, 
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x. 


40 Familiar Dratocvss. 
- _ Orin, I am of your mind herein; for the 
the caſe of a ſick bed repentance ſeems toe 
<Jubious to encourage any to truſt to it, II wo. 
think for ſurviving friends to hope the beſt is rep 
erring however on the charitable ſide, and is hea 
certainly moſt for their comfort, But pray her 
how long bad he been dead before the finiſh- I fy 
ing part of the tragedy was preſented ? ſaid 
' Emil, But two days, Bvander finding Oh 
immediately by the ſteward there wou'd be mo 
ro:king for them, refoly'd not to adminiſter, © qui 
and was oblig'd to inform them on account divi 
of the preparations they were to make for det! 
their mourning, and the manner in which he dep 
was to be buried. he 
Drin. This was affliction on affliction in- diff 
deed ! I ſuppoſe you was not witneſs of the in e 
reception ſhe firſt gave it. | the 
Emil. Yes, 1 vas: Evander did it with a nue 
great deal of prudence and tenderneſs, at firſt I not 
only telling them he found it was proper ta neu 
make a very private funeral, Ly/ander's cir- | nigl 
cumftances being not what was imagin'd, Y . C 
avhich he was very ſorry for on their account. I} deef 
What! ſ:id Flora haſtily, had not my pappa I loi 
five thouſand pound in ſtocks, beſide his | 
eſtates? He always told me I ſhou'd have my 
ſhare in every thing, and what he had there 
beſides. At which Evander ſhaking his head, 
Silvia ſaid, Sir, I plainly fee my ſiſter is greatly 
difappointed ; for my part, I have thought 
Home time that my poor pappa's expences muſt 
be beyond his income, and therefore ſhan't 
| be 
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be ſurpriz d to hear that we have nothing to 
truſt to but the eſtates ; nay, nor ſhall I much 


wonder if they are not clear. Then, Silvia, 


replied he, I hope you will the better 
hear that the one is fold, and the other 
here he ſtops. What! ſays ſhe, is mortgag' 

I ſuppoſe ?: He not preſently anſwering, ſhe 


ſaid, I believe I too well forebode all is gone? 


Oh ! ſaid Evander, can you, Silvia, thus un- 
moy'd, entertain ſuch a ſuſpicion ? Can you 
quit your worldly all? I hope I can, ſaid the, 
divine grace aſſiſting me; for I truſt I have a 
better inheritance, of which I can never be 
depriv'd. Evander was going to reply, when 


he was call'd out. As for Flora, twas with 
dificulty we made her believe Euander was 
in earneſt ; and when ſhe did, ſhe fell into 
the utmoſt diſtreſs, in which the ſtil} conti- 


nues. But they will be wond'ring why I am 


not there; I'll go and give Silvia the pleaſing 


news of your arrival, Won't you ſtep to- 
night ? | Es 
deeply I ſympathize with her, and how much 
L long to ſee her, ee 


Orin, If I can poſſibly. Pray tell her how 


4 —— 
N 
. 4 
b- * 
. 


3 | x | c ; q * 1 


: £ } : F - % 
8 2 © 4 — * 9 = 


Th: ſame continned... 


6 x 73 8 3 l # 3 ; 
Beween Orinda and Amalia. 


rin, I Am heartily glad to ſee my dear 
SES Amaſia again. e ens x 
Ama. By meer accident I heard you was 


come, and I think I may ſay it was for the 
fuſt time that the paſſion of Joy has been rais' 

in my breaft this month =: 85 RT 
© © Orin. You ſvrprize me ! T have enquir' 
after you ſince I came home, and T was in- 
[md 0 ate all well. 1 1 
Anal. Ves, I bleſs God, we are all in good 
Health except my pappa, and he is much as 
wen yo went; but you have, I doubt not, 
&bþecard of the unhappy change made ia the con- 
* vition of one in our little knot of intimates. 
Tis this that has ſo oppreſt me, and perhaps 
more than any. other. of her friends. on one 
„I | 
. __ Orin. H, as I ſuppoſe, you refer to poor 
Silvia's affliction ; Emilia gave me the me- 
lancholy account yeſterday, ſoon after I came, 
am ſure I fincerely ympathize with her, 
| : Bs 


* 


* 
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2s I believe do all her friends: but we'ought - 
not, Amaſia, to ſuffer either our own afflic- 
tions, or theſe of our deareſt affociates, to 
ſink ſo deep into our breaſts, as to baniſh all 
joyful and pleaſing ſenſations, fince we, and 
they, even at the loweſt ebb of outward com- 
fort, have yet ſtreams enow to feed our gra- 
titude and Joy. What your particular cauſe 
of grief, on her account, may be, I am 4 
rang 8 5 


0 Amaſ. To tell you freely, my own fore- 
- I bodings preſage, that I am likely fon to be a 
ſecond inſtance of the ſame kinn. 
ear Orin. To be ſure, Amaſta, ſuch a provi- 


dence calls loud to us her. friends to conſider 
vas the uncertainty of all Earth 9 enjoyments, and 
the I ought to be a leſſon to teach us the vanity of 
is'd Il raifing our expectations from any preſent 
proſpeas. Yet to fill our breaſts with dif- 
ird If trefling fears, leſt we ſhare alike cataftrophe, 
in- | think; will be a great evil, eſpecially in us 
who are eye- witneſſes of that heroick and 
truly chriſtian manner, in which $:/via bears 
1 as I up-under hers; we ought rather to hope that 
10t, I ſhou'd we be calFd to the ſame trial we may 
on- } be favour'd with like ſupports, However 
tes. | you know our bleſſed lord has ſaid ſufficient 
12ps to the day is the evil thereof, and therefore 
one | be has kindly, as well as moſt wiſely, made it 
our duty not to take any anxious thought 


poor ent, 8 
me- Amaſ., F believe J have far more ground for 


me, my fears than you imagine, tho' T will on 
her, E nay exceed in the degrees of them. You 
5 . know, 
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know, I don't doubt, that my pappa was a 
great companion of Lyfander's in his moſt 
expenſive diverſions, as Chloe was with Flora; 
and tho* I never mention'd it before to any 
but Silvia, who cou'd not be kept ignorant 
of the diſtinction that was made at our houſe, 
This was the ground of it. For as my dear 
mamma, by the bleſſing of God, has been 
ſucceſsful, in ſome meaſure, in her attempts 
to raiſe, my thoughts above the vanities of 
childhood and youth, to things of a far more 
exalted nature, and in which I am infinitely 
more concern'd ; my pappa ſoon brought 
Chloe to deſpiſe her inſtruction, and gladly 
fall in with all his ſchemes for pleaſure. Often 
will he take her by the hand and ſay, come 
my dear we'll go ſpend the evening at ſuch a 
Place at cards, or go to ſuch an entertainment, 
and leave your pious mamma and Amaſia to 
their devotions. . | 
Orin. I am aſtoniſh'd? I always thought 
Amander bore a good character. I know I 
have indeed Ft my pappa ſay he thought 
*twas pity he was ſo much with Lyſander. 
Amaſ. I believe he never was guilty of Ly- 
ſander's exceſſes, but has to be ſure followed 
his example ſo. far as to waſte his ſubſtance, 
impair his health, and take him entirely off 
from thoſe purſuits which are moſt worthy of 
the man, and much more of the chriſtian, 
And the grief this is to my mamma, as well 
as to myſelf, you, who are a ſtranger to this 
kind of trouble, can but faintly gueſs, 
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Orin. I am ſorry to hear this indeed ! but 
wou'd not have you diſtreſs yourſelf with fears 
of what may never happen, but ſtill repoſe 

your truſt in that God whom you have cho- 
ſen for your portion, firmly believing he will 
be your ſtay and ſuccour in every day of di- 
ſtreſs. Can you think of Silvia, and fear ? 

Amaſ. But alas! I am not likely to go 
thro' ſuch ſcenes with her calmneſs and reſig- 

nation ! | 1 5 
Orin, What ſhou'd hinder ? We never 
took Silvia to be one of the ſtouteſt courage; 
and I well know ſhe']I not be offended at my 
laying, *tis a ſtrength ſuperior to her own that 
has borne her up; and conſolations no leſs: 
than divine that have fo refrcfh'd her ſpirits, 
as to Cauſe her to fit more cali and chearful 
in the midſt of this dreadful wreck, than ſpec- 
tators can be, who only view the ſtorm at a. 
diſtance. And have not you and I, my dear 
Amgſia, the fame all-powerful and gracious 
arm for our ſupport, and the ſame ſtreams of 
divine confolations to repair to, ſhou'd. our 
time of trial come?. And we have each of us 
a tender and pious mamma, which poor Silvia 
has not. | „ | 

Amaſ. This is all very true. Imuft, with 
ſhame, own my diſtruſtful imagination hur- 
ries me on too faſt, to conſider theſe thin 

in a proper light. We ſhou'd not be left to 
the wide world like S$ikvia, were our pappa's 
dead and all we had gone. 

Orin, But were we ſtript of our all below, 
whilſt we can look up to God as. our father | 


* 


* 
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we ſhou'd not eſteem ourſelves deſtitute ; his 
penetrating eye can find a way for our ſuc- 
cour; and his kind and powerful providence, 
by moſt unthought-of means, provide for us, 
And (tho' this is as yet kept private) I aflure 
you [I have the pleaſure of ſeeing the Reps that 
are taking in Silvias favour. 

Ama. Tt ſhall be as fecret as if only in 
your own breaſt, Pray let me hear the parti- 


1 


A | 
Orin, I ſtept laſt night to ſee her. She met 
me at the parlour door, with a ſerene coun- 
tenance ; but our firſt falutation was too 
moving not to bring ſome tears into her eyes, 
as it did floods into mine. When ſbe faw me 
too full to ſpeak, ſhe recover'd - herſelf and 
thus aidrefs'd me. My dear Orinda, you fee 
here, your poor Silvia an orphan, and ftript 
of all that cou'd recommend her to the eye 
of the world or pretended friends; but] per- 
fwade myſelf I ſhall ſtill poſſeſs the ſame ſhare 
in your affection ; as I hope my mind has 
ſuſtain'd no damage, nay rather that ſome of 
the ſoil and duſt it had contracted is bruſh'd 
off by theſe heavy and repeated ſtrokes, And 
as it was my temper, and views of things, 
you always faid you lov'd your $:/via for, I 
doubt not but you will now ſhow the ſinceri- 
ty of your profeſſions ! After giving her the 
warmeſt aſſurances of my regard I cou'd find 
words to expreſs, I told her I queſtion'd not 
but that God, to whom ſhe in ſo remarkable 
2 manner ſubmitted, wou'd ſome way —_ 
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bare his arm for her relief. She replied, I 
doubt it not ; and as to what way it ſhall be, 
am not at all ſolicitous; there being no ſtati- 
on or, employment in life too mean for me 
to ſtoop to, with ſome compoſure, if provi- 
dence lead me into it : *tis my heavenly father 
who hath, for ſo many years, exalted me be- 
yond great numbers round about me, that 
1th ſeen meet now to caſt me down, and 
lay me level with the loweſt; and ſure I 
ought to ſubſcribe to his wiſdom and goodneſs 
herein, as well as his power, tho' I may not 
ſee the reaſons of this procedure. | 
Amaſ. But, what will her uncle Sir John 
take no care of them? I know he is very 
brutiſh. py : 5 
Orin. I mention'd him to her; to which 


ſhe replied, Evander was ſo kind as to go o- 
ver as.ſoon as he knew how affairs were; but 
he only gave him the hearing, ſhewing no 
concern either for his brother's death, or for 
the poor orphans, So that, ſaid ſhe, I ſee no- 
thing likely to be my lot but ſervitude, which 
I hope I ſhall cheerfully ſubmit to if it may 
but pleaſe God to appoint my ſtation in a ſo- 
ber family. This is at preſent my greateſt 
care for myſelf. I reply'd, I hop'd a kind 
providence would appear for her in a way 
more ſuitable to her birth and education. She 
thank'd me for my good wiſhes, and we part- 
ed; I returning with a heavy heart. 

Amaſ. I thought you was going to tell me 
ſomewhat agreeable, but this is ſtill all ſad. 
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_ Orin, No, not all fad ; I think her deport- 
ment is matter of great joy to her friends, 
who ſee or hear of it. 1 re TAO. 

Amaſ. That's true ; but I mean as to her 
preſent circumſtances, _ „ Fart 
Orin. I was going to tell you, that, when 

I came home, f with many tears related this 
converſation to my pappa and mamma, who 
were not much leſs affected than I; but m 
pappa ſaid, come my dear chear up, and don't 
thus diſtreſs yourſelf ; for I am firmly per- 
ſwaded ſuch ſhining merit as $7/via's will not 
go wholly unrewarded in this world ; I doubt 
not but you'll ſoon hear better news than that 
the is become a common ſervant: I'll go to- 
morrow morning to Sir John, and, if he has 
not a heart of rock, I hope to melt him. 

Amaſ. This was very kind; and I believe 
four pappa cou'd do as much as any body with 

im. How did it ſucceed ? 3 | 
Orin, He pleaded their cauſe very hard; 
but Sir John ſaid, as for Silvia ſhe was too 
godly to come into his houſe ; he ſhou'd be 
afraid ſhe wou'd put ſome of her religious no- 
tions into his children's heads, and make them 
as preciſe as herſelf ; and for Flora, his bro- 
ther had brought her up too extravagantly for 
him to have any thing to do with her; ſo that 
they muſt een do as they cou'd. My pappa 
then pleaded, that he wou'd at leaſt do ſome- 
what for their preſent ſupply, till ſome way 
cou'd be thought on. On this he ſaid, urge 


me no further on Silvias behalf; ſhe ſhall 
never have a farthing from me ; ſhe is old 


* ö - 


enough 
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enough; to go. out, and fervice is the. fitteſt 
; thing for her. But as for Flora, I will pay 
If for. ber board ons year,, if you can find any 
perſon: that will take her at a low rate; and 


" If by that time perbaps her pride may be abated, 
ad chen. I ſhow'd like the girl well enough 


in our houſe. On this my pappa propos d. 
ts. / as & proper place, to which ſhe 


8 
0 0 
Anaſ. Well, I am glad Flora is at preſent 


provided for, and in ſuch a way, which may 


5 be the happy; means of bringing her to ſome 
aa reflection; for this manner of life will, I am 


t are, be à fat greater mortification to her, 
„chan Silvias going to ſervice will be to her; 
n o E ſhould; be-grieyed; to ſee that. | 
* rin. L hope you never will: for, after my 
pappa had giv'n me this account, | burt out 
m crying, and ſaid, then her's nothing can 
be done for my dear Silvia Yes, rephed he; 

come, wipe your eyes and, clear up, I have 
o been contriving both for your ſake and bers: 
*x How wou'd: you: like to have her to wait on 
jou: Yow know we want One, and that 
| wow'd be better: than a common ſervant's 


wonder at. you Why don't you, 
of that? I am ſure E wiſh I had the 


4 
* 


As L knew mine was to go, it was 
ay one of the fir thoughts that occurr'd/ to my 
5 mind, and, if L had had an opportunity, fhou'd: 
'&:if: as a favour; but, when I con- 
it, Lwas as much againſt 
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Amaſ. Why, what objection can there 
be ? 3 24 . F F | 
* Orin, I, after a pauſe, told my pappa, I 
thought myſelf much oblig'd to him for his 
propoſal, which I was very ſenſible he made 
out of a kind regard to us both; but that J 
muſt own it wou'd give me a continual un- 
eaſineſs to have one that I had always look'd 
upon as my ſuperior, plac'd in ſuch a ſtation 
under me; and I ſhou'd be in conſtant pain, 
left any thing in my behaviour ſhou'd grieve 
Her. Well, my dear, anſwered my pappa, 
I am very glad to ſee in you ſuch a foundation 
Jaid for e and laſting friendſhip, and the 
juſt notions you form of theſe things. I only 
propos'd it to hear what you wou'd ſay, being 
entirely of your mind, as is alſo your mamma, 
But we imagine that you wou'd not be diſ- 


pleas'd, if inſtead of a ſervant you had a com- 


panion ; and as this will entirely remove your 
objection, I am perſuaded S$:via's good ſenſe, 
piety, and gratitude will influence her to be- 
have ſo as to give you no uneaſineſs another 
way. What ſay you to this, wy dear? I 
immediately replied, this was an offer I ſhou'd 


with the greateſt thankfulneſs accept. I was 


going on in my acknowledgments, when he 
was ſent for out. But I dare ſay tis a thing 
agreed on. 5 
Amaſ. This is good news indeed; Silvia 
on ſuch terms will be far happier in your 
houſe than ever ſhe was in her own, on many 
accounts. Well, I ſhall return much eaſier 
in my mind than I came. And J hope ſuch 


in- 
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inſtructions, and ſuch an example, will be the 
happy means of keeping me for the future from 
giving way to ſuch diſtruſtful thoughts. 
' Orin, I hope they will, dear Amaſia ;- 


thank you for this vilit, and ſhall ſoon return 


it, | | | 
Amaſ. The ſooner the more agreeable. 
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Between Charlotte and Olivia, on Bro- 

„ ne, „ 


© 
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Char, T was in great expectation of ſeeing 
I you yelterday, Olivia. n 
Oliv. As I was out the day before, I was 
oblig'd to fit cloſe to hniſh ome work tha 
was in haſte; elſe I ſhou'd not have defer'd 
my viſit ;. for I long to tell you of my tour. 
Char. What, was you out of town? ? 
Oliv. Yes, my pappa, mamma, and I, ſet 
out early in the morning and walk'd to — — 
where we breakfaſted, aud then went on t 


Cleander's, where we ſpent the reſt of the 
day; and had I imagin'd the walk half fo 
pleaſant as it was, or the entertaiament ſo 
agreeable, I ſhould have aſk'd you to have 
gone with us, for I wiſh'd for you thece. 

Char, I love ſuch a walk and to be in 
country-houſes very much, and ſhou'd have 
1 5 21 1 * 5 r 2 # 4 ; © 3 | lik'd 
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drought me under an obligation of forming 
an acquaintznce with Daphne, which I am 
Not fond of, and therefore tis better as it is. 


I ſuppoſe you mult alk her to return yout 


viſit. | 
Oliv. Yes, to be ſore 1 did, and believe I 
ſhall be far trom repenting it on my account: 
for 1 aflure you, Charlotte, what I found 
wanting in the polite and modifh education 
moſt of our acquaintance have had, was a- 
dun dantly made up by the unaffected freedom 
and ſweetneſs of her behaviour, and that good 
ſenſe and piety with which her converſation 
was adorn'd ; ſo that I never ſpent a plea- 
fanter afternoon in my life. 

Char. Pray then give me ſome of the par- 

ticulars, fot you ſeem very full of it. 
Ov. After dinner, Daphne and her bro- 
ther Clio aſk d me to take a walk; when we 
nad been round the garden, which was large 
and neat, we went into the orchard, and 
Daphne faid, pray Clio let us ſhow Olivia our 
arbor, becauſe, tho it be but homely, tis 
a ſort of curioſity. This ſaid, we made up 
to a great tree, where by a ſort of natural 
Reps we aſcended, till we came to a part 
where the main arms of it were bent into 
etty convenient ſeats for three or ſour per- 
6 whilſt ſome of the higher and ſmallet 
ſerv'd for ſhelves to lay books on, WAS 
charm'd with a ſcene To. new and agreeable, 
the boughs over us forming a ſufficient Thade, 
and yet leaving us a moſt delightful — 
0 
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tik's to have gone, only that d ute 
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of the adjacent country, which at this height 
we ſaw; to advantageeee. 5 


: $ 


SP 


: Char, That muſt be very pretty; I begin 
to with I had been with you. „ 
Oliv. 1 aſſure you I have not yet told you 
of my beſt entertainment there. A 
Char. No! What, have they a cloſet ? 1 
Pray what rarities did they give vou? 44 
Oliv. O my dear,.'twas. a feaſt for my Y 
mind, which you know. I prefer to the plea- * 
ſing my taſte, Upon my looking into two g 
books that lay there, Daphne aſk d me if I 
loy'd poetry; I told her yes, extremely well: 
then, ſaid ſhe, Clio will read you ſome I be- 
lieve you will like; on which he pull'd out a 
pocket-book, and read two copies ſent. him 
lately in letters; one was on the pleaſures of 
a retir'd life, wrote he ſaid by a friend, who 
had ſpent many a delightful hour with them 
in that retreat. I thought them exceeding 
pretty. And the other, tho' more melan- 
choly, I was quite charm'd with. They were 
on the ſudden death of a very ingenious and 
pious young gentleman that Clio knew, and 
made by one of his intimate acquaintance, ; _ 
Char. I wiſh 1 had heard them. . 
Oliv. You ſhall ſoon ſee them; for I ex- 
preſt ſo much pleaſure in hearing them, that | 
Clio very obligingly offer'd to write them out 
for me, When be had paſs'd about an hour | 
there, in very agreeable converſation, we 
went in, and Daphne took me up to her clo- - 
et, where was a very curious. collection of 
books, which I found by her diſcourſe had 
T7 - 91 
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not ſtood there only for ſhow; but had moſt 
of them been well uſed. Here we ſat ſome 
time, and upon my faying I thought ſhe liv'd 
very pleafantly, ſhe reply d ſmiling, I believe 
moſt of you young ladies wou'd be of a diffe- 
rent mind, to be cloyſter'd up like nuns at 
uch a diſtance from town, and go thither no 
oft'ner than we do. CAD SY Ph 
bar. She was ſmart enough upon you 
there, Oñivia; for we ſhou'd ſoon be ſick of 
fuch a dull life, I believe; I know I ſhou'd 
for one. | | e 
Olio. I can't tell what you might be; but, 
1 am perſuaded, I ſhon'd never complain of 
her retirement joined with her pleaſures, She 
own'd that perhaps even uſe wou'd not ren- 
der it ſo to her, were it not for the ſociety of 
Clio; tis his affectionate behaviour, and im- 
| proving delightful converſation, faid ſhe, that 
fills up many of theſe ſeemingly dull hours, 
with a pleaſure that fully makes up my want 
of other company: I reply'd, 1 cou'd eafily 
believe her by the obſervations I had made in 
this little time, there appearing in their be- 
haviour not only the affection fuitable to the 
relation, but 1 freedom and intimacy of 
friends. You are in the right, ſaid ſhe: our preh! 
drotherly love, which was always ſtronger tof you! 
each other than is feen in many families, has have 
deen for years paſt greatly encreaſed and ce-f ſhade 
mented, by the ſtill more endearing bonds off ting t 
chriſtian friendſhip. We have, ever ſince Ol 
wwe were brought to any ſerious reflection I kn 
with the utmoſt openneſs unboſom d all — 
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fears and ſcruples, all our hopes and joys to 


3 i, 


, each other, which, as it hath been of mutual + 
| | ſervice for our encreaſe in knowledge and 
> & piety, ſo hath it rais'd dur affliction to a de- 
- 8 grec of ardour, and exalted and refin'd it, 
t | beyond: what thoſe can imagine who have 


o never join'd the endearing titles of brother | 
and friend in one name. We have a large 
u ſtock of knowledge to repair to in our libra- 


5 ries, and are daily, 1 hope, adding out of 
4 them to the ſmall furniture of our minds; 
we have a pretty good acquaintancey who; 

t, tho' we can but ſeldom meet, are fo good as 

to give us frequent entertainment by their 
he | agreeable epiſtles. And now, Oharlotte, | 
n e won't wondet I was pleaſed with 
0 my viſit. a | jj 
m- Char. No, nor at your wanting fo muck 
nat to inform me of it neither, I thank you for 
rs, | your reproof. I am fure you have ſtruck me 
fily Oliv. What do you mean, Charlotte ? I am 
in fure I had no thought of offending you, in any 
be-{ thing I have ſaid, Oo ry 
t Char. No, I don't take it in that light in- 
of deed ; but you do not think me ſo dull of 
our] prehenfion as not to ſee your deſign, for the 
r to} you wou'd have wholly loſt your labour. You 
ave drawn a very bright contraſt to the dark 
| ce-f| ſhades in our houſe, and I have not fail'd put- 
is off ting them together as you went along. 
ſince] Oliv. Upon my word I had no fuck' view. 
tion 1 knew not that Sifvander and you were 
ou! | n 
car 
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ways of expreſſing it. 


©. Ghar, Have you ever ſeen, or 
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heard of, 


any thing like what 1 have been relating? 
Oliv. No, indeed; but 'your know S:/van- 
der is not with us. And the“ IThave not heard 
you ſay much about him I aſſure you 1 never 
made one reflection upon it; my only view 


herein was to give yau part o 


* 


had been enjoying myſel. 


f che pleaſure 1 


: Char. Then I muſt fay, that God himſelf 
has by you, in a very remarkable way, giv'n 
me this juſt and moſt cutting reproof; had 
vou intended it as ſuch, the handſome man- 
ner in which it was done, wou'd have ren- 
der'd my taking it ill quite inexcuſable; but 
that you ſhou'd be thus the innocent conveyer 
of it to me, ſeems to give it a more awful 
and impreſſive force on my mind. I have 
reaſon with ſhame to own, that Siluander and 
I are the reverſe of theſe ſhining characters, 


and that thro' my fin and folly. 


Ollie. Nay, now, 1 dare 


ſay, you 


carry 


your ſelf-accuſation too far; for if this is the 
-caſe with you, no doubt but Silvander has his 
ſhare of the blame. I never took you to be 
ſo ill-natur'd as to be capable of - deſerving 
ſuch a load as the whole wou'd be, and in all 
ſuch caſes there are generally faults on both 


fees. i 
Char. Th 


ce may be generally ſo; but 1 


muſt with grief ſay, mine is an exception. 
Silvander is of a ſweet temper, and has 


been 
very 
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ry fond of me, till I have by my carriage 
wean'd his affections; in a word, he was ca- 
pable in all feſpects of being a Gi, had 1 
with. all my ſuperior advantage been but a 
D ON PH POT 1 OL. 
Oliv. *Tis but feldom, I own, that per ſons 
are too ſeverè in cenſuring themſelves; but 1 


am pefrſusded of that 
Tat. OE Y wes 
8 Chir. Oh! no, Olbia, 1 o fear of 


For I am now fully convinc'd of what my 
r mamma has often told me, that there is a na- 


1 F tural diſcontent and haughtineſs in my tem- 


er, which I ought to haye pray'd and 
4 Fitrove againſt: whereas, alas! I have been 
5, deaf to theſe remonftrances, and, by ihdulg- 
ling, greatly ſtrengthened theſe vicious diſpo- 
ry Ffitions of my nature. As I was but a year 
he younger thah my brother, T con'd not bear 
115 to think he ſhou'd, in any reſpe&, have the 
be preference; this created continual jars when 
ng ſwe were little, and my pappa and mamma, 
all for the moſt part, taking his fide in all our 
oth petty debates (as no doubt they ſaw good rea- 
on to do) I took it into my head to imagine 
ut W:was becauſe he was lov'd eſt, from whence 
on. roſe an alienation of affection both from my 
*eNharents and him, whom I look'd upon as the 
v©r Favourite, which, as we have grown up, = 
eo 
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diſcovered itſelf in a ſullen ſhyneſs and re- 
ſerve, rather than wrangling diſputes ; as we 

| ſeldom, indeed, have much converſation to- 


. 


eber, 5 


Oliv. If you have done yourſelf juſtice, I 
can't be guilty of ſa much flattery as to ap- 
plaud your conduct, indeed Charlotte. But 
af Silvander be what you have repreſented ] 
him, as you are now ſenſible of your miſtake, n 
?tis not too late to have the caſe alter'd, and B E 
/ 45 mo, | 
_. Char. With eaſe on his fide, I dare ſay it 
might, But how ſhall I bring this proud | 
and ſtubborn heart of mine, to force a con- On. 
feſſion to him of my error? Nor will it be an 
eaſy taſk to alter the reſery'd deportment of a fince 1 
ſtranger, for the free and affectionate beha-F Ch, 
ä 22 f a ſiſter. What ſoa! I do in thiFhand \ 
| 1 72 e 3 | Oli 
Ou. Keep but upon your mind your pre- have p 
ſent views of things, and pray earneſtly tofl been. 
God to fix and ſtrengthen your pious reſolu- Cha, 
tions, and in dependange on his. afliftanceFoppreg 
| make the attempt, and I doubt not of yourflondug 
„ , TE LIE Ws, en retir'd, 
kr” big ß in nt an confefli, 
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iſiſtanc 

be enab 
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FF DIALOGUE VI. 
BETWEEN the SAME. 

it The ſubject purſued. - 4.4 

1- ROkv. J Am very glad to ſee you, for you 1 
an have been much on my thoughts 1 
a fince we were laſt together. . 
a- Char. I dare fay, I have not been behind- | 
his band with you in that reſpe&t. / - | 


liv. I have. long'd to know how you 
re · N have proceeded, and what your fucceſs has 
to deen. | „„ 

Char. I was, after you left me, great | 
oppreſt indeed; the guilt and folly of my paſt 
ourficonduCt, appear'd in ſuch a light as fill'd me 
with amazement and diſtreſs : but after l had 
retir'd, and givin vent to my grief by a free 
confeſſion of my ſin, and earneſt prayers for! 


Ne ee 7˙5%⁸( ,, amen. watt —— — 


1. 


pardon, with moſt ſincere deſires after thoſe: | 
ſiſtances of divine grace, by which' I may" 

be enabled to gain ſome conqueſt over this | 
my prevailing ſin, as I have now found it to N 
de; I perceived ſome hope ariſe in my breaſt, l 
ho' I continued very thoughtful and dejected, a 
hich was obſerv'd by the houſe, and they. || 

ima- | 


- 
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imagin'd at firſt I was not well ; but when I 
aſſur d my mamma I was, ſhe ſrem'd to take 
no further notice. My great perplexity lay 
in ſpeaking to Silvander ; for as I told you 
we were little together, twas almoſt as diffi- 
cult to find an opportunity, as to perform the 
work when I had one; and I cou'd not be 
eaſy till J had taken ſome ſteps in what now I 
thought ſo much my duty and. intereſt, But 
the third day, after dinner, we were F think 
providentially left alone ſometime; ; which 
was unuſual. | | f 
Oliv. Providence often appears for our aſ- 
ſiſtance, when we are really. deſirous to put 
in execution our gaod purpoſes. 
har. You will ſee it here plainly, 3 
Lhave done. Silvanders as, ſpon, as the room 
was clear, came and ſet himſelf down, by me, 
and, prevented. my beginning, which I was 
going to attempt, byrtaking me by the band, 
and in a moſt ſweet and W manner thug 
addreſt me, Pray .Chariatte, What is it that; is 
the matiet with you T. L am ſure | you, any: 7 
uneaſy ; there is a. viſible grief in your 
tenAnce-z if you will let me; know- the. 0008» 
fron, Iafure. you, I will,do all that lies in m 
power to remove it. This treatment, ſo dif- 
ferent from what I. was, convind'd; I deſery' 
a4; his hands, before, any Qyextures made 
ray: fide, melted, me into tears, and ſtopt r 
eqn ny pt ara 
promiſing: ſecrecy, With whatever he 
cau d, think of to perſuade ms to ſpeak.;, add 
ins, I cant bear to ſae you iuithis. diſtieſa, for 
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o' you have not the affection of a ſiſter for 
© Ine, I have had that of a brother for you. 
y Your carriage has indeed greatly dampt it, 
u Wbut the ſeeing you thus has blown up the 


i= Itame afreſh; and if I can remove your trou- 
de Ile by any means, ſpeak and *tis done. To 
1 ſe my guilt a ſecond time plac'd before my 


1ew in ſo artleſs and friendly a way, ſubdued 
ut gell the remains of pride and reſerve ;' and as 


ne Yoon as I cou'd ſpeak for crying, I ſaid, * 


ch nly wiſh I had always lov'd you, as I feel L 
now do; then had we both liv'd happy, and 
al- ¶ bad not known my preſent grief. He ap- 
dub pear'd aftoniſh'd at the ſpeech, and told me 
Ne did not underſtand what I meant; he 
ore Yop'd he had not been the occaſion of it. 
on Feply'd, my concern I have brought on my- 
lf, by a conſciouſneſs of my unſuitable be- 
Was aviour to you; but you are the only perſon 
hat can remove it, by an afſurance of your 
rgiving my paſt conduct, which I hope I 
m too fully convinc'd of the evil of, ever to 
ve you any reaſon for the like complaints. 
immediately took me in his arms, and in 
Fe tendereſt manner ſaid, my dear ſiſter, 
2-MYppeak not of the paſt, *tis all with me as if it 
di. ad never been; the pleaſure of your future 
Mappe and friendſhip, will give me a joy I want 
* BFY'ords to expreſs. I was going to tnake a re- 
N my, whe he was call'd out and I retir'd to 


« * 


MMcnt myſelf in mingled tears of grief and joy; 


bey for this happy reconciliation, and grief 
add- at 1 hou'd be guilty of ſuch diſingenuous 
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behaviour towards ſo kind, fo deſerving a re- 


lation. ä 5 | 1 
Oliv. His deportment on the occaſion was 
very engaging indeed; and, as you ſay, pro- 
vidence made the path of duty you had to 
walk in, remarkably plain and eaſy. Have 
you had any particular converſation ſince ? 
Char. Yes; that ſame evening as I was 
walking in the garden, and contriving how [ 
ſhou'd act in the beſt manner to diſcover the 
ſincerity of my profeſſion, he came to me, 
and, bringing a Milten's Paradiſe Loft, told 
me, as he knew I lik'd it, he defir'd I wou'd 
accept of it in remembrance of this happy 
day. I having in my pocket a book of poems 
JL had lately bought, took it out and begg'd he 
wou'd likewiſe accept of that, as I truſted 
theſe might be look'd upon by us to the end 
of life, as tokens of a true and laſting affeQi- 
on, and as ſtanding witneſſes of that bond o 
friendſhip into which we mutually enter'd, 
Jo which he replied, they ſhall on my part, 
dear Charlotte, and I doubt not on yours alſo, 
My mamma coming into the garden, pre- 


vented any further particular diſcourſe that 


night; but yeſterday and to-day we have had 
a great deal of free, and I hope profitable con- 
verſation. c 
Oliv. I am heartily glad to hear this, an 
doubt not but you will find both pleaſure an 
advantage in ſuch a courſe, as the cultivatin 
brotherly love is one of thoſe commands, in 
the keeping cf which there is a great, preſen 
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Char. I have found it ſo already, enjoying 
that peace and ſatisfation in my own breaſt, 
to which before I was' an utter ſtranger. * 

Oliv. And, no doubt but it- will give a 
very great pleaſure to your dear parents to ſee 
you thus dwell together in love and unity, 
which is a conſideration that may g give you 
much ſatisfaction. 7, 

Char. Tis very true, and I have bad a 
taſte of it already; for this morning my 
mamma told me, ſhe had wich great delight 
obſery'd the alteration, and that | cou'd ſcœce 
conceive what an addition it wou'd make to 
the happineſs of her life, to ſee us live in that 
love and harmony we now expreſs'd. And 
added, J hope my dear you yourſelf find ſo 
much pleaſure from it as will be an inJuce- 
ment to you to perſevere. . I reply'd, I did 
ſo, that it was no ſmall concern to me to re- 
fect on the uneaſineſs | had occaſion'd her by 
my temper and behaviour; but. as I hap'd I 
had ſeen both the ſin and folly of it, and 
2 pardon of God for it, I doubted not I 
ſhou'd obtain her's, and alſo a continuance of 
thoſe kind inſtructions which I had too much 
1 but which for the future I hop'd 
F! ſhou'd gladly attend to. She embrac'd me 
with tears of joy, and ſaid, my dear, you 
have from me as full and free forgiveneſs as I 
truſt we ſhall both find with heaven for our 
manifold offences. And it gives me the h gh- 
eſt ſatisfaction to perceive this change has 
proceeded from a conviction of the evil of a 
contrary” behaviour, which ſeems the ſureſt 
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ground to hope that *twill be laſting. She 
v-as going to proceed, when my pappa com- 
ing in put an end to the diſcourſe. 

Oliv. You have the happineſs of a very 
prudent, pious, and tender mamma, as well 
as I; and J hope we ſhall both of us learn to 
prize and improve this mercy more than we 
have done, and better conſider the duties it 
odliges us to. | 

(bar. You have no need to put yourſelf in 
Jam fure; had I but perform'd mine as you 
h:.e done, it wou'd have been happy for 
me. | LT 

Clin. J have not had the trial how I ſhou d 
have behav'd in the caſe we have been upon, 
having neither brother nor ſiſter ; but I am 
mo:e tenfible than I ever was before, that ! 
have been often defective in my duty as 
cmd, -trefpatiing too much on my parents 
great indulgence. 5 | | 
Char. When your ſeaſonable ſtory firlt 

open'd my eyes to fee theſe my groſs defects 
] was greatly ſurpriz'd that I ſhou'd remai 
ſo long inſenſible in a caſe where my duty is 
ſo plainly ſtated in the word of God, and ſc 
often inculcated on me by my inſtructors 
but now I find it was my own natural tem} + 
per that, being indulg'd by me, led me, o], 
rather hurried me, into the paths of pride anc 
contention : for I am convinc'd the wiſe 
man's-obſervation is true, That only by pride 


cometh contention. - And ſurely it cou'd be 


nothing but the moſt ſhameful inconſidera 
tion, that cou'd make me blind to it ſo long 41 
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Familiar Diatocuss. 
Mel: What do Fojnn mean? Can't you y 


this afternoon? „ 
Cel. No, my dear; 1 only come to you on 
. | buſineſs, tho' I believe you will ſcarce gueſs 
what: I have undertaken a trade which is to 
me wholly new. 

. et. Nay, you puzzle 1 me now indeed; 
ber can't think what you can mean. 
Cal. am going a begging, and I come to 

Neri with you. 
Mel; A begging ! Pray what is it for? If 
I can ſupply you without going any farther, I 
ſhall be glad, as then I may hope to keep you 
the afternoon, 
Cel. No, Meliſſa, I am far from expect- 
ing a full ſupply from you ; but your eddy 
i offer ien a good beginning, tis money 
Jwant. 3 
ri. Money! you jeſt. I really thought 
you had been in earneſt, and wanted ſome 
. to finiſh your ſoreen, or ſome ſuch 
thing; but for money, I wiſh I had as much 
AS YOU, „ - 
Cal. No. I aſſure vou T am in earneſt. 
* ?Tis not indeed for myſelf. I bleſs God, we 
ate both ſo highly diſtipguiſh'd by a kind pro- 
vidence, that we are ſo far from wanting to 
aſk charity, as to be able to contribute to 

- thoſe that do. You muſt have heard of poor 

Mrs. ——'s. great affliction, who, bas loſt, 
with her huſband, all her ſupport for herſelf 
and three helpleſs babes, 

Auel. I heard he was dead, but I thought 
ſhe had carried on the buſineſs, 
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Cel. Have you not heard that her goods 
were ſeiz'd, and her. mercileſs landlord and 
creditors have ftripp'd her of every thing, and 
every penny ſhe bad] Tis for her I am go+ 
ing about, to ſee what I can pick up. -* 

_ 44el. I did not hear it. Her caſe, poor 
woman, is bad to be ſure :. But are you really 
going to beg for her? I think if you are, your 
new trade, as you call d it, is a very ſtrange 
one. 5 7 <= 

Cel. Ves I really am, and am ſurpriz d to 1 
hear you call it a ſtrange employment, to aſ- 
ſiſt the widow and fatherleſs in ſo afflicted and 
helpleſs a condition; unleſs you mean by the 
expreſſion that it is not very common, which 
I own is but too true; and that as much ſur- 
prizes me, when 1 conſider how frequently, 
and in what ſtrong terms, charity is recom» 
mended in Scripture, and this branch of it in 
particular. _ 9 3 

Mel. I don't object againſt being chatita- 
ble, tis to be ſure a very good thing; but T 
don't at all admire your going a begging, 
8 call it. What ſhou'd you do. that 
or | {GTA 

Cel. Nay, Miliſa, you might, I think, 
eaſily gueſs for what. *Tis that I may get a 
little ſum of money for the preſent ſubſiſtence 
of this deſolate widow and her helpleſs or- 
phans. You know *tis a common faying, 
that a great many may with eaſe help one, 
whereas one can't well help a great many. 
'Tis but little I can do towards it, tho? I af- 
| ſure 
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ſure you I don't do it to ſpare my own 
purſe. 

Mel. But ſure ſhe may get into ſome way. 
She muſt not expect, that, becauſe ſhe was 
not brought up to get her living, other people 
muſt keep her and hers. She ſhou'd try to 
bring her mind to her condition, tho' it may 
be hard to do; but I think of the two 1 


ſhou'd rather work hard than be ROPE on 


. 

Cel. I doubt not me wil be as ready to fall 
in with any way of livelihood, that can be 
found out for her, as any body can be to pro- 
poſe it. But pray, my dear, what do you 


imagine ſhe can yet do, under the preſſing 


weight of ſuch a trial, with three infants, 
the eldeſt of which is but four years old, and 
the within a month of her time ? 

Ae. I did not think of that indeed; the 
can't do much at preſent to be ſure. But 
then, why does not the pariſh help her ? 

Cel. If you wou'd give yourſelf leave to 
reflect, ſure my dear it wou'd grieve you to 
think that a perſon of ſuch a family, equally 
noted for ſubſtance and piety, ſhou'd be re- 
duc'd to that laſt neceſſity. 
muſt be the caſe ſoon. However, I hope 
you'll not be againſt giving me ſomething to- 
wards her immediate ſupply. 

Mel. Indeed I can't. My pappa allows me 
ſo ſmall a matter for ſpending money, that I 
have uſes enough for what I have. You have 


more I don't W elſe you cou'd not be 
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ſo bountiful in your charities as I have heard 


you are. T have but 
Cel. And I have but 


1 thought my 


income was the leaſt of the two: but if I had 


much leſs I ſhou'd think it my duty to diſ- 
poſe of a little of it in that way, without 
which I cou'd expect no bleſſing on the reſt, 
And as you muſt know tis commanded by 
God, I hope for all this talk you durſt not 
wholly neglect it. | : 5 
Miel. I believe tis the duty of ſome people 
that are rich, and have a great deal at their 
own diſpoſe; but indeed I never thought it 
mine. | | 3 
Cel. I am ſorry to hear this. Pray did you 
ever read any thing in the commands relating 
to charity, that reſtrain them to thoſe who 
are rich, or, heads of families? 1 
Mel. No, I can't ſay I did; but then it 
muſt be the duty of thoſe only who have it to 
give, which I have not. 1 
Cel. O my dear,: pray don't ſpeak ſuch a 
word, left it ſnou'd pleaſe God by ſome aw- 
ful providence to give you occaſion to ſay it. 


You know you have more than I. 


Mel. Well, but I can't think how you 


manage to find any money for ſuch uſes; I 


am ſure I can't. 1 


Cel. I find it no difficult taſk at all. When 


my pappa gives me my quarter's money, I 


put what I think proper for that purpoſe by 


itſelf. So that when there is 2 call, L have 
my poor's box to repair to; and if it be a caſe 


that I think requires more than that will fur- 


nun 


_ 
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niſh me with, I take from what I call my it 
own, to encreaſe it. And contrive to lay 
but ſo much the leſs that quarter. „ yo 
Miel. But I know nothing I am extrava- yo 
gant in, and yet were it not for the preſents by 

my grand-pappa and' aunt are often making 15 


me, I could not go much above half thro' th 
my quarters. What can I ſpare out of <— ? ſpe 
Can you tell me, Celia? | 2 cep 


Cel. As you have put the queſtion to me, pin 
I hope 44:4iſſa you will not be offended if I 
anſwer you freely. Do you imagine there is Po 
a neceſſity of your laying out ſo much on fruit, I g.. 
ſweetmeats, and other things, purely to pleaſe I me 
your taſte? I am ſatisfy'd by what I have (1, 
heard you ſay, I don't ſpend a quarter ſo I neſ 
much as you that way, and I yet ſave a great I thir 

deal more out of the ſmall articles of dreſs ple: 
that our money is allotted to procure, You |. 
know, my dear, you have often blam'd me f ſom 
for not buying ſuch as you did; and now I 
will own to you, that the chief reaſon was 
becauſe had I gone to the price, my ſtock you 
wou'd not have held out, and therefore I con- I: b 
tented myſelf with what came cheaper. 

7:1. But to act thus, is ſuch a courſe of | J 
ſelf-denial as wou'd take away all the comfort wal 
of my life : for what have I my money for, 
but that I may in theſe things pleaſe my- C 


ſelf? If 1 don't, I am worſe than if I had have 
none. 5 8 " ps of - day | 
Cal. Sure, my dear, you don't conſider I in v,. 


what you ſay! TEN Plefti 


J 
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Mel. Why? What harm is there in 
it! | 

Cel. What harm 


you are worſe for having it in your power, 
by doing good to others, to obey the com- 


mand of God? Which you ought to be very 


thankful for; and as for the ſelf-denial you 
ſpeak of, it will ſcarce deſerve the name, ex- 
cept it be to thoſe who place their chief hap- 
pineſs in gratifying their fancies, and ſenſual 
appetites; which 1 hope is not our character. 
For my own part, I profeſs this practice, in- 
ſtead of being any exerciſe of ſelf-denial to 
me, has rather ſeem'd to be the effect of ſelf- 
love; as it wou'd give me the greateſt uneaſi- 
neſs to hear of a diſtreſs'd caſe, and do no- 
thing towards procuring relief. And the 
pleaſure I feel, that to think, God has giv'n 
me any ability to help the fatherleſs, and 
ſometimes cauſe the widows heart to ſing for 
joy, is far greater than cou'd have been ex- 
cited by any gratification of my ſenſes. Don't 
you remember lately, how you perſuaded me 
to buy ſuch a fan as yours, and told me mine 
was not fit for me to wear ? b | 

Mel. Yes I do. What, I ſuppoſe you 
had SR away all your money; had you 

Cel. No, my dear, I had more than wWou'd 
have purchas'd it about me; but I had that 
day heard of a good woman that was ſick and 


in want of neceſſaries, and as I had but little 


left in my poor's box, I determin'd to give her 


| that 


Certainly if you refle& 5 


you will ſoon ſee ! Is it not as much as to ſax 
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that money, which I did before I went home; 
and the diftreſs appear d ſo great, and my re- 


lief ſo very ſeaſonable, that tis with ten times 


more pleaſure I take my old fan into my 
hand, than I cou'd have done the other. And 


now what think you, Meliſſa, of the mat- 


. 
Mel. I think I have, as you ſay, done 
wrong in ſpending all upon myſelf, and will 


try if I can contrive to ſave ſomething ; but 


yet, to me, abridging one's ſelf for the ſake 
of others, as you do, appears a work of ſupe- 
rerogation, which we are no ways called 
tO. : 

Cel. You know I am as far frem deſiring 
to appear peculiar as any body, I have no 
notion that perſons are to go quite beneath 
the rank providence has plac'd them in, that 
they may be the more charitable ; this I think 
an error, and looks too much as if indeed 
they did it to be applauded of men, and, as 
you ſay, thought it wou'd be very great me- 
rit in the fight of God. All I lend for, as 
all I practice, is this; not to go to the utmoſt 
extent that my whole ſum wou'd allow me, 
either as to richneſs in dreſs, or expence in 
pleaſing my taſte; that by ſuch ſavings I may 
have it in my power to give a bit of bread to 
a ſtarving family, or a garment to cloath an 
almoſt naked perſon. But *tis more than time 
I was gone; we'll talk this matter over at 
large another day, if you defire it. Pray be 
ſo good as to give me my alms, and diſmiſs 
me. | „„ 
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Mel. Indeed I can't now, for my quarter 


1 up, and I have very little left to buy 


what I muſt have for myſell 
Cel. Nay, pra t let me meet with a 
baulk in my firſt attempt; I can't think but 


you can better delay ſome of your purchaſes, 


this time in want of 


than a poor Wide, 


relief for herſelf and three pretty babes. Tis 


* 
5 
* 


n 4 


"3 


better to wait for ſome 
let them watt for neceſſaries. | 
Mel. Well, Celia, you talk of beginning 
but one /\wou'dthink:(aswe ſay) you were — 


— 


Lam ſure, for vou ate a moſt importunate 
beggar, that, I fee; will take no denial. 
Come here's a filling, if [youll accept of 

Cel. Ves, and thank y eggar 
10 B13 116 


Pray tall as, uu come buck; and tell 
me your: ſucceſs. 


as muchiin pleading with every one a8 have 
done with you, Iam ſure 1 Hama 33 
35, on Pn 146 i unn Er. 
ö Sad yo iam 
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M Saag ' how well you call'd that 
- Cel. Indeed I cou'd not, and I Rept out 
now only to let you ſee that I had not been a 
ftrolling till I had loft myſelf. - 1 finiſh'd late 
laſt night my begging employment, and ſo JI. 
have been oblig'd to keep in 'to+day to make 
an end of ſomething that was wanted. 
Adel, Then, I ſuppoſe, you found ſome as 
backward as I, that made you ſo long. 
Cal. No, I'll aſſure you that was not the 

reaſon, for · I met with very unexpected ſuc- 

ceſs: There was one, indeed, that did: not 
ſeem a very chearful giver; but I had no de- 
mia] any Whe fe. 5 i 
Mel. Pray let me have the account of your Þ. 
progreſs, and how you ſucceeded, for I have 
had many thoughts on this ſubject ſince I ſaw 


1 
* Cel. I went from hence to Amaſia, who as 
ſoon as I had told my errand gave me half aþ 
crown, ſaying ſhe was ſqrry ſhe cou'd do nv. 
more, her pocket being but low at Pans 
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were having been lately a moſt afflicted cafe 
I mongſt her acquaintance, which had almoſt = 
— rind her. The, ſaid ſhe, I did as you do, 
ind ſhou'd have apply d to you, had you been 
u home. But I will go with you to a lady's 
hard by, if you. pleaſe, where 4 am perſu 
you will ſpeed better. I replied, I ſhou'd 
_ , thankfully accept of her. offer, if ſhe wou 
E. be ſo good as to be ſpokeſwoman for me; but 
. as I was a beginner I did not know how to 
get courage enough to ſpeak to ſtrangers; to 
which ſhe conſenting, we went. | 
Mel. I wonder whom. ſhe cou'd carry you 
to, unleſs it was Sephira. 
Gd. The very andere nap ones 
Al. I knew: Amaſia was great with her. 
She is a very rich old maid; and I think ſuch 
olks have nothing _elſe.to do with their mo- 
855 She has uſes for kers, I'll aſſure ow, 
qual to thoſe that have a family of their own ʒ 
aving a reduc'd relation, a widow gentle- 
roman, that ſhe keeps as a companion with 
her, and maintains her four children in a 
handſome manner at ſchool. But ſhe does a 
great deal of good, in acts of common cha- 


8 


Ael. Well, how ſped you with her)? 


Cel. Amaſia told her that ſome, ſhe was 

ſenſible, wou'd account her very impertinent, 

d bring them another petitioner ſo ſoon after 
having been herſelf on the ſame errand. But, 

eſent; Edded ſhe, the encouragement I then receiv- 
"here el, and the aſſurance you gave me of the 
Ha. plea- 


+ Mart wry 


— CT IE 


told her, than I — ſhe cou'd afforc 
deeply impreſs'd on my mind, and has beer 


pleaſure you took in ſeeing me engag'd in 
ſuch a work, gives me reaſon to believe I have 
committed no offenee in bringing my friend, 


ho is following my example. After 


giving her a ſhort account of the eaſe; ſhe 
replied with a ſmile, you well know, mia 
on ſuch an acedunt you cannot be more bold 
than welcome. And 1 thank you for giving 
me an opportunity of enrouraging the young 
lady in fo good a work. Sophira then taking 
out her purſe, and turning to me, gave me 
guinea, ſaying, 1 heartily wiſh you ſuch ſuc 
ceſs as may animate you to freſh engagement: 
of a like nature; and ſhall at any time 
be welcome to my purſe: You may be ſur: 
1 return'd my thanks for ſuch a way and 
4ich treatment, in ehe beſt manner I wa 
„ ZH90.05 01.999 Df GA BY 2256 

_ Mel. She acted moſt generouſly indeed. 

Cel. Fluſh'd with this ſucceſs, I went for 
. and, as I paſs'd by the door, call d o 
25 telling her I came only for the widow" 
Mit, which 1 knew ſhe was always rea 
dy to caſt into the treaſury on ſuch occa 
ſions. She preſently gave me half a crown 
"which I was loth to take, it being more, 


But ſhe replied, that place of ſcripture is ſ 

fo remarkably falfilPd to me, he that giver 

to the poor lendeth to the Lord, and tha 

-which he hath given he will repay him again 

that I ſhou'd be * of the E folly ane 
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ingratitude, if I did not do the utmoſt of my 


eee eee 

Mel. Why, I thought Lucy was in low 
circumſtances, and took in work to help to 
maintain herſelf. | ; bps 

Cel. *Tis true that made me unwilling to 
have ſo much. + 2 

Mel. So much ! Cou'd it be her duty to 
give any thing ? For tho I am now full 
convinced of my own fault, I can't ſee how 
any thing can be expected from thoſe 
have not enough for themſelves. 

Gel. Pray, what can you ſay then of 
widow that gave her all? You muſt, ſure, 
have blam'd her conduct. had you ſtood by; 
and yet our bleſſed Saviour, who was certain 
ly a proper judge, ſeems. to commend her far. 
it. And as to her taking in work, that cer- 
tainly can be no objection againſt a perſon's - 
doing ſomewhat. for the relief of thoſe that 
are in great diſtreſa; when the apoſtle:exhorts . 
thoſe that had ſtole, to ſteal no more; but 
rather to labour, working with their hands 
in ſome good and laudable employment, that 
they mi he not only provide for themſelves in 
a lawful way, but have alſo to give to thoſe> 
that were in need. You remember theſe in- 
ſtances, don't you? © | LE 

Mel. Yes, Ido. But can't ＋ Jever ap- 
plied them to ſuch a,caſe, tho I muſt on- 
they ſeem adapted to it. But pray go on 
with your progreſs. 5 

Cel. As I took my acquaintance all in my 
way, the next I call'd on was. Delia; Wo, 

' 8 
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found there was 
and told her my 


account from 
well as I cou'd, and faid T hop'd he wou'd 
:excuſe my calling on Delia, that 1 was en- 

. -courag'd by what 1 had heard her ſay of 
his readineſs to give her on ſuch occaſions. 
Mr. replied, indeed Celia I ſhou'd not 
havetexcus'd you, had you paſs'd 
rejoic'd that my Delia, by your 
goodneſs in taking ſuch: notice of her, will 
have in you an example of that temper I fo 
much deſire to cultivate in her. Then turn- 
ing to the company, he ſaid, come, I hope 
We ſhall none of us diſcourage a 
gar, eſpecially ſuch a one as this 
aſſure you the is no common one, nor do [ 
think this a common occaſion. Nor I nei- 
ther, replied:the old gentleman ; and I aſſure 
you, young lady, I have not ſeen any thing 
that has giv'n me greater delight this long 
time, than that ſuch 


for I am 


u 


1 ſuppoſe, you know is often at our h. 
and I imagin'd ſhe might get her uncle or 
aunt to give her ſomething for me. As [ 
ſent for her out 
d he e ſaid the wou'd go 
and whiſper her uncle, and ſhe was ſure he 
wou'd 


2 fh 


uſe ; 


give her ſomething ; but ſhe. imme- 


F 


diately came back and defired me to walk in- 
to the parlour, where were two ladies and an 
old gentleman beſides themſelves. When I 
Was ſeated, Mr. ſaid, Delia has been 
telling me in my ear ſome diſmai ſtory, but 
J cou'd not make it out; pray let us have the 
yourſelf,” I was much daſh'd 
rangers were by; however, I told him as 


my door; 


beg - 
for I 


a one as you, in all the 
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-; affluence of wordly good, and all the prime 
or || and gaiety of youth, ſhou'd, like your blefſed- 


all mercy, and God of, all-grace,.. 
en | of the company gave me a crœn apiece, al 
zut | Mr. —— gave Delia half a crown. for her- 
the || ſelf. So that I»got above thirty ſhillings.there, 
'd | But as tea was ready, and they inſiſted upon 
as | my ſtaying, I cou'd go no further that even- 
u'd. ing. However, I believe you will. think I; 
en- made a pretty good afternoon's work; I am 
of | ſure I thought ſo, and went home greatly re- 
ns. | joic d. Ee „ En nn 


. 


not | Mel. A good one indeed, conſidering you: 
or; had ſuch a bad beginning, and ſpent a gres 
our | part of it to ſo 5 C 
will] Cel. I hope that was to as good purpoſe as 
I fo any of the reſt; for if I have been the happy 
rn- means of exciting you to the practice of this 
ope | neglected duty, I have been ſucceſsful in my 
- | main point, which. is, I truſt, ſo to employ 
or II my time as may render me ſome ways uſeful. 
lo I | Nor have I faild in this particular branch of 
nei- | uſefulneſs,.. charity, ſince I hope many will 
Jure] hereafter find, to their joy and relief, the good 


To 


ning | effects of this conviction; neither did I wholly 
long | fail as to my preſent deſign. „ 
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Mel. You may well put in wholly; indegd:. lit 

T am aſham'd, and griev'd, it ſhou'd be ſo | fir 
difficult to perſuade me to what I now fee is by 
ſo much my duty and intereſt. But to make no 
you a ſmall amends, I have got a crown of | de 
my mamma, and here is a, ſhilling more for mi 
myſelf. I hope I ſhall manage ſo as to be | up 
better ſtock d againſt another time. mz 
Ciel. You are very good now, Meliſſa; we 
pray return my thanks, „ ch: 
Mel. But you have not told me your laſt ma 
day's walk and ſuccefs, | | pre 
Cel. No, but III go on. Av it was in 14 
way, I call'd firſt on Phillis,. from whom I Iv 
expected a ſmall matter, as T know her will pro 
ready, beyond the extent of her ability, on it e 
all ſuch occaſions. She went up and brought I h 
me down a crown, at which, when I look' d low 
ſurpriz d, ſhe ſaid with a ſmile, I ſuppoſe IJ abl: 


have made you wonder at my generoſity ; bus] fulf 
I have this day receiv'd a legacy of twenty] of 


pounds from 


a Ve 


- diſtant relation, and 
where it was not at all to be expected; and as 
a thank-offering to God for this moſt ſea- 


the 
ceiv 
p 'C 


' ſonable ſupply, I can do no leſs than devote} cou 
ſome ſmall part of it to the relief of thoſe who 

are fallen yet lower than myſelf; and I think vide 
this as proper an object as any I am likely to 


. find. 


thank'd' her very kindly, and tolc 
her I was glad to hear that a kind 'providencd] cold 


thus appear'd to provide for her, and by it: 
bounties give her a preſent reward for her rea 


| dineſs, 


according- to her abilities, to aſh 


rs. O my dear Celia, replied ſhe, ti 


litt! 


pare 


et 
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little indeed that I can do this way; but 
firmly believe I am, as to this world, no loſer 
by it. God's word is true; and T queſtion 
not, but in various appearances of his provi- 
dence in our favour, we have found that pro- 
r | miſe in particular fulfill d to us, caſt thy bread 

upon the waters, for thou ſhalt find it after 
many days; as our family when in proſperity 
were remarkable for charity, ſo ſince the 
change in our circumſtances we have in as re- 
markable a mapner been pretty 1 
provided for. Ot 3222 e 
Mel: I am glad you have told me this, for 
was yeſtetday thinking ſince there were ſuch 
promi es of a return even in this life, 'w 
it came to paſs that Phillis in particular (for 
I had her in my mind) ſhou'd be brought ſo 
low, whoſe friends were fo ſignally-charit-. 
able; but now I ſes that theſe promiſes are 
fulfill'd to her by the wonderful appearances. 
of providence! „ for I know this is nat 
the firſt extraordinary ſupply they have re- 
eeiv'd. „ 2 
Cel. No, not by a great many, thro' 
eoueſs of long affliction. She and her widow 
parent have been ſo peculiarly the care of pro- 
vidence, hat it eou'd not eſcape the notice of 
iends, and more diſtant ſpectators. Well, 
went henee to Charlotte, who loo | vetly 
coldly on me, and after a pretty many ex- 
5 and pleas of poverty ſhe gave me a ſhil-. 
119, RL WE AS.) 3 ' Sud wt ER. 
Mel. Why heard her uncle lets 
have the whole of her yearly income, 5 
p What 


by. 0 


42 Famnaar DiaLoovss. 


| what ſhe pleaſes with. And can ſhe plead po- eſp 
verty ?. | wn 


Cel. Yes, my dear, and wou'd I doubt not had 
on ſuch occaſions, had ſhe as much again; 
for clothes and jewels and expenſive diverſions ¶ that 
wou' d eaſily devour it all. | x wit 

Mel. Well now 1 more plainly than ever 
ſee, that it is not the abundance, but the dif- Pe. 
poſition. of mind, that will render. perſons. your 
charitable... 4 | ill 
Cel. Tis very. true. But to proceed; I thou 
took my alms, tho” not very thankfully, and 5e 
applied next to Amira, whio gave me half a i 
crown, and told me that it was the widow's part 
mite indeed; for ſhe had not one ſixpence F 
more: But, added ſhe, I have a good friend p11 | 
to borrow of when I want, and next.week I but ! 
ſhall receive my. money. And to come to a 
cloſe of my tour, I hniſh'd at Miranda . IF... 

M41, I have heard ſhe is a very generous. RY 
young lady, and that her pappa grudges no 
expence to oblige ger. 8 Fg 
Cel. Youare inthe right; but as ſhe is yet 
ſo young, not thirteen, he lets her have but a at 
little quarterly, that he may the better know Wc 
how ſhe diſpoſes of it; and as he never denies 
ber any thing ſhe can reaſonably deſire, ſhe is. Ine R 
not backward in applying to him. When I Co / 
had told her my buſineſs, ſhe ſaid, indeed Ce 
my purſe is very low, but III go and borrow f h 
ſome of my pappa. I replied; perhaps it 8 
might be better for me to take what ſhe cou d e 
give me. O no, ſays ſhe, tis all one for Like 
that; to-morrow. is pay-day, and my pappa * 
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had been to ſpeak to him, he ſaid, ſmiling, 
pray Miranda what is the ſum you deſire, 
that I may conſider whether I dare truſt you 


with it or not. She anſwer'd, what 2 pleaſe 


pappa; I told what twas for. Well, ſays 
he, but you know I never ſet the bounds of 
your charity; you-can'beſt tell what you are 
willing to give. She replied, a crown if he 
thought well on it. Yes my dear, ſaid he, 


very well; and I am glad to ſee you are wil- 


ling out of your little ſtock, to give ſo large a 
part to the widow and fatherleſs. And 


to ſhow you how well pleas d I am with it, 
I'll not only lend you the crown you deſire, 


but here's half a guinea more of mine for the 
ſame uſe z I hope you will give it out of 
pity and-compaſſien to the diftreſs'd, and with 
gratitude and praiſe to that God who might 
have permitted it to have been your caſe, in- 
ſtead of being able to help feed and cloath 
them. I ſtaid there pretty late, and then re- 
turn'd home very much delighted with my 
afternoon's+work. F 
Mel. Upon my word you have got up a 
Cel. Ves, with what we gave at home, 
made up above five pounds, twenty ſhillings, 
f which my mamma carried her this morn- 
ng, and you eannot think the rapture of joy 
e poor woman was in to ſee it, and to hear 


willing to lend me if I come ſhort, 
eſpecially on ſo good an occaſion as this. Her 
pappa coming into the parlour ſoon after ſhe 


mere was ſo much more, She knowing no- 


r 
n 


thing of-my deſign, the ſurpriae was too great 
e m5 toon 6® 05 viiehwn's 
Ai, It muſt be 2 light indeed. 

Well, my dear Celia, I hope your good in- lies 
QiruQtions, example, and ſucceſs will animate 10 - 

me to act in another manner for the future, tot 
than L have ever yet done; to c 
am not born for myſelf alone, nor ought to gry 

live wholly to myſelf, but daily to think 

Il may be moſt u ul to thoſe aroundane; a bl 
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= Mako! Dame tb aſk you to let me have yout} >; 
I company to ;Sifkua's: this aſternoon. I forbi 


l. I ſhaw'd! be glad of yours any bree 
les but wonder, elinda, | you'eancexpedtit 
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„ or 19W yer At Dt} avs 
Bel. 1 knew there was a little milan 
ganding beten you 3 Let han you Lot ober 


* 
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t avid 21ods gy ef 
\indeeds; e . fool 
as to dangle. -after:thofe that light me in ſuc 
a manner; tis far from hat you call it, tis 


A real oven that, 4 ſhou'dbe ver 
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at, unwiſe to put up with; but I find you are 
too partial to her to be a proper judge. 


Bel. T am ſure my temptation to partiality _ 
lies on your fide, but I am far from defiring 
to aſſume the office of a judge, cou'd I ariſe 
to that of a peace-maker, tis the very top of 
my ambition; and I hope you will not be an- 


to ery with me for aſpiring after à character 


on which our Saviour himſelf has pronounct 
1455 Al. No to be ſure I ſhan't, tis a very good _. 
+: Yoffice ;- but in my caſe, I ſee no room for the 


execution of it. 1 8 Ae 
252 Bel. If you will pay but an equal regard to - 
mme in that character I am ſo ambitious of ſuſ- 
: © Ftaining, as you did to Letitia when perſonating 
iche direct reverſe, I ſhall not fear ſucceeding. 
3 Al. T never heard any ill of Letitia in my 
life; I am ſure ſhe always carries it extreme- 
ly obliging to me, and I took it very kind of her 
i to let me know my pretended friends from my 
Ireal ones, Pray what has ſet you againſt het ſo? 
out} Bel. I am not ſet againſt her perſon. God 
n. forbid I ſhou'd harbour ſo wicked a diſpoſition * 
nereſ of mind! But her character I muſt own Tam 
tt diſpleas'd with, as being JI think one of the 
Iworſt. For I have ſaid, Pll aſſure you my 
dear, nothing but what I can prove by my 
overſ own dear bought experience, and yours too; 
he has been a Ziba to both me and Silvia, 
fool But thro' mercy in both theſe caſes her lying 
(ucnf tongue Has endur'd but for a moment, in 
tis compariſon of the laſting effects that ſome- 
very times attend theſe ſowers of ſtriſe, theſe whil- 
"| pergrs that ſeek to ſeparate chief friends. 


es 


1 
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Al. I can't think what you mean by all 


this, Pray explain yourſelf ; did not Ziba go 
and flander Mephiboſheth to David © Can you 
prove that ſhe has ſlander'd you and Su,, 
Bel. It is above two years ago, when we 
were you know very young, that ſhe was for 
a time a companion of mine ; but I had then 
like to have loſt entirely one of my beſt friends 
through ſome ftories ſhe rais'd of me, which 


at firſt gain'd fo much credit with her as to 


create a ſhyneſs between us; but ſhe having 
a mind truly form'd for friendſhip, inſtead of 
breaking the acquaintance, ſent for me and 
told me that ſhe heard I had ſaid ſuch and 
ſuch things of her : now, added ſhe, you can- 
not, Belinda, think but I muſt take it very 
Al of you, and that has-caus'd the reſerve you 
muſt have taken notice of; but as you know 


my temper is always to be open and ſpeak my 


mind freely, I cou'd not be eaſy till I had 
done it. 1 replied, 'by .aſking her whether 
Latitia was not her author. She cou'd not 
deny it, but ſeem'd loath to own it, and ſaid 
Why ſhou'd I think of her ? I told her for a 
very good reaſon, becauſe I perfectly remem- 
bered that one day ſhe ſaid thoſe very things to 
me that were now repeated, and as near agg 
cou'd recollect in the very words; that I was 
ſo far from ever faying any thing like it, that 
I check'd her for ſuch ſurmiſes, which I told 
her I was fully perſuaded were altogether 
groundleſs ; and defir'd, for her full convic- 
tion, I might aſſert it before Lelitia herſelf, 
On this, taking me by the hand in a moſt 
friendly manner, ſhe ſaid, Dear Belinda there 

| is 
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is no need of that, for, as I have no diſtrufi 
of your veracity, I can believe you, and am 
very glad I took this freedom with you. 1 
faid I was ſure, ſo was I, as by this means I 
hop'd I had regain'd my friend, and diſco» ._. 
ver'd a backbiter in the diſguiſe of one. We 
parted in the moſt amicable manner, and con- 
tinued in love and friendſhip till it pleas'd God 
to remove her, which was about a year after. 

Al. I cannot, indeed, now wonder at you 
for ſuſpecting Letitia may have done me a 
like Hl office with Silvia, fince ſhe is capable 
of ſuch: falſhood and deceit, which I con'd 
not bave-imagin'd, _ CE 2 

Bel. You know from the firft I ſuſpected 
it, but now I can, as I before told you, prove 
it. For being griev'd to think Silvia ſhou' d 
loſe your friendſhip and eſteem, thro” ſuch a 
baſe detracter, I reſolvd to aſk Amaſia what 
that converſation. was ; as ſhe is, you know, 
a diſintereſted perſon. in the affair, and one 
to be depended on. | 4 


Al. Iknow ſhe is, and *twas with her Silvia 
was talking, as Letitia told me, which vext 
me ſo much the more as I cou'd not thiok 
what her end in it cou'd be, unleſs it was to 
keep Amaſia from contracting an. intimacy 
With me, which ſhe well knew I wanted, by 
making herſenſibleI was below her notice; and 
I thought, ſhe muſt herſelf take it in that light. 

Bel. PII tell you how ſhe took it, and 
what the whole affair was. Amaſia ſaid; talk- 
ing of acquaintance, I think, Silvia, no one 
is happier than you in this reſpect. To which 
Silvia replied, ſhe had great reaſon to be 
4570 TS thankful 
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thankful for her lot on this account; for ſhe 
believ'd *twou'd be hard to find ſuch another 
knot of pious, ingenious, and faithful friends, 
as that ſhe had the honour to:make one of, 
tho” below moſt of them. To which Letitia 


in her ſmart way, turning to Amaſia, ſaid, [| 


am glad Silvia, in her great modeſty, has not 
fet herſelf quite at the bottom, even below 
Belinda. Silvia immediately replied, that I 
ſhall RY readily do, for tho* Belinda is, I 
grant, plac'd by her fortune below me, ſhe is 
my ſuperior by birth, and ſo much more fo 
in valuable endowments, as makes me look 
upon my acquaintance with her, one of the 
_ greateſt bleſſings of my life. We have known 
and lov'd each other from our infancy, and 


had ſhe not been half ſo deſerving eſteem as 


ſhe is, I hope I ſhou'd not have diſcover'd fo 
much pride as to break off our intimacy, be- 
caufe providence. has ſo unexpectedly added 
to what I was likely to have. This was, ſaid 
Amaſia, to my beſt remembrance, the whole 
that paſs'd on that ſubject; and I took ſuch 
particular notice of Letitia's inſinuating and 


gdetracting way of ſpeaking, as made me look 


on her with coldneſs the reſt of the time; as 
that humility, good nature, and ſinceg 

friendſhip Silvia diſcover'd rais'd my eſte 
of her to a far higher pitch. I then told her 
the reaſon of my taking the freedom to aſk 
her concerning it. She was aſtoniſh'd to hear 
that ſo young a creature cou'd be arriv'd to 
ſo great a height of wickedneſs, as to delight 
in making lies out of the ſpite and malice of 
her heart; for ſhe cou'd ſee no views of any 
KEE TATE A] e 2 ag | profit 


cannot think the uneaſineſs it. has given me, 


profit ſhe couꝰd propoſe, by thus trying to ſow 
diſcord amongſt thoſe that love as brethren. 
And now, whether Silvia or Lelitia be the 
guilty perſon, I call upon you Almira to judge. 
. Al. Dear Belinda, 1 return you many 
thanks for the pains you have taken to diſco- 
ver to me my on wretched credulity and 


 Letitia's perfidiouſneſs, She has, as you ſaid, 


indeed prov'd a Ziba to me, robbing me of 
a friend whom I valu'd, I believe, far more 
than David did Mephibe/heth, for his friend- 
ſhip to him, I think, ſeems to be. chiefly 
for Jonathan's ſake, but mine was for her own. 
Bel. What do you mean by loſing your 
friend, now you are ſatisfied there's no ob- 
ſtruction in the way to your going with me? 
Al. Oh Belinda / you are milk 
I been ſo wiſe as to hearken to you at firſt this 
might have been the caſe, but alas ! this ſeem- 
ingly groſs affront blew up all the remaining, 
ſparks of pride into a full blaze, and I wrote 
her a very angry letter, wherein 1 told her 
that I ſhou'd no longer give her the mortifica= 
tion of aſſociating with one ſo much beneath 
her ; that thF ſhe knew not well how to- 
break off, I did. I ſent it two days ago, but 
have had no anſwer. f . 
Bel. I muſt own I'was very ſorry to find 
you had carried your reſentment ſo far, before 
you had any fuller proof of juſt ground for it. 
Al. Why, how came you to knaw of my 
writing? Have you ſeen her? 
Bel. Yes, I came from her to you; the 
aſk'd me what I thought of it, ſaying you 
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it muſt certainly be founded on ſome miſtake; | ! 
for T am very poſitive I cou'd never be capa- |} 1 
ble of ſaying any thing fo very foreign to my It 
thoughts. I have been going to write to her; 
then 1 imagin'd *twou'd be better to ſee her, In 
and hear what ſhe ſaid ; but as I found the t 
was ſo very warm, I concluded to ſtay à few u 
days longer to let her cool a little, but Lcan't i 
think of loſing her friendſhip ſo, nor of Tet- 
ting my character lie aſpers d, even in her ima- h 


gination, for want of a due vindication of In 
my own innocence. I then told her ſhe-might 
make herſelf eaſy on her own account, for Ice 
Had. found out the ſower of this diſcord, and | w 

gave her the relation of the fact. She expreſt 
the utmoſt joy at this diſcovery, and ſuitable w 
reſentment againſt the offender ; but, ſays ſhe, Ine 
T own it grieves me much to think my dear I th 
Almira ſhou'd give credit to a report that caft ¶ he 
ſuch a blemiſh on her old and long tried (dit 
friend, without ever giving me an hearing: Imi 
I cou'd not have parted with her ſo eaſily. Im: 
Here the tears trickled down. | ih. 
Al. I richly deſerve theſe reflections I ac. Aha 
knowledge, and my character muſt now ap- cie 
pear as contemptible in her ſight, as, when to 
you came in, hers did in mine, which made 
me ſay I had by my folly, pride, and paſſion on 
loſt my friend. fita 
Bel. No, far from it I'll aſſure you, in 
ſhe has no reſentment againſt you, and that we 
grief which the ſtrength of her love excites, we 
only makes her the more deſirous of ſeeing wh 
you, that there may be a perfect reconcilia- chi. 
tion. I cou'd not well come this Ns 
8 but 
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this afterncd g. TOY 
Al. Moſt willingly will I go, thoꝰ I know 
not how I ſhall bear up in her preſence; under 
the juſt accuſations of my own mind, join 
with thoſe upbraidings of an injur'd friend I 
muſt expect to meet. ee e OTE 
Bel. You have no cauſe for fear on this 
head; Silvia may expoſtulate, but ſhe» will 
not upbraid; ſhe is too mild and good to car- 
ry it ſo to any one, eſpecially one that ſhe ſees 
condemns herſelf. A bare acknowledgment 
will I am ſure be ſufficient. pope 


a 


Al, I know it, my: dear, I know it full 


but the wou'd take no denial, begging I wou'd: 
undeceive you, and bring you thither with me 


able well, that Silvia is all condeſcention and good- 


ſhe, 
dear 
caſt 
tried 
ing: 
aſily. 


E acs. 
ap- 
vhen 
made 


fhon 


you, 
that 


cites, 


eeing 
cilia- 


neſs ; but how inexcuſeable does this render 
the unworthy ſuſpicions I have entertain'd of 


her? And how much does it condemn the 


different part I've acted in this affair? Well 
might the wiſe man ſay, the, diſcretion. of a 
man deferreth his anger. Thus wiſely has 


ſhe ated ; whereas, on the contrary, I who 


have anſwer'd a matter before I had ſuffi 
ciently heard it, find it to be folly and ſhame 
to mie. | : 3 

Bel. As we can no ways recal the paſt, the 
only true wiſdom wou'd be to draw ſome pro- 
fitable inſtructions from our ſlips. | 
in this inftance we may plainly ſee the. need 
we have of caution and. circumſpection; that 
we may guard as much as poſſible againſt thoſe 
who flatter. with their. mouths, whilſt. miſ- 


chief is in their. hearts. pe oe 


my - 
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Al. And, I am ſure, I ought to learn to 
guard againſt paſling raſh and haſty judgment 


on my 


friends; and to anſwer both theſe de- 


ſigns, which L ſee are ſo reaſonable, and will 


de ſo uſeful, I hope I ſhall make the book of 
. proverbs more m 

done, tho' it has 
to me. 


ſtudy than I have ever 
wy 7 — ſo often recommended 
And may God, of his rich grace, 


grant me that wiſdom which i is proper to di- 
rect my way, and regulate my temper. 


DIALOGUE XII. 


Beiween Myra and Philomela, on 4 


Ar. 


well ? | 


paſſionate Temper. 


Am very glad to ſee you, Philomola 
Phi. Pray, Myra, are you not 
I am ſurpriz'd to ſee you look ſo... 


Myr. Yes, very well, I thank you. 
Phi. Nay, but ſomething is the matter, 1 
am ſure. Why you feem to beall in a trem- 


ble. 


Have you been frighten'd ? 


Myr. No. Tis nothing but my ſiſter and 
T have K. a little tiffe and the croſs ſlut h: 


made a ſtory of it to my mamma; 
Der part, and is very angry with me; 


ſo ſhe takes 
but you 


have luckily come in to ſave me from a long 
lecture, and I hope I ſhall hear no more of it. 
1 fuppoſe I may look a little diſcompos'd, fo 
I never ſaw my mamma fo angry in my life. 
Phi. 1 always took Elvira to be of a very] 


mild and peaceable diſpoſition. 
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to Ahr. She is good humour'd when ſhe is 

at | pleas'd, as moſt folks are; and the is ſuch a 

favourite that few people offer to diſpleaſe her, 

i | which now and then however I venture to do; 

of and having happen'd to do- it to-day, ſhe is 

er gone crying to my mamma; which, give her 

eg © ber due, I never knew her do before; and ſhe 

de hall get nothing by it now, that I*!-affure her. 

li. | Phi. Dear Ara, will you "be ſo good! as 

to bear with me if I ſpeak my mind freely? 

Ar. T aſſure you I will, for I am very 

— | ſenſible of the regard you have for me. 

- Phi. Then J muſt tell you, I fear you have 

been much to blame in your behaviour to EI. 

vira, and I have a great while wanted to find an 

4 opportunity of talking to you on this ſubject. - _K 

Myr. Wherein am T wrong ? Wou'd: you 

I, have me, becauſe I am a year younger than | 

we, be a ſlave to all her humours ? That I Il 

never de. br 0 ly 

Pbi. I am as far from deſiring it, as ou 
„ can be from doing it; but I muſt own I never 
obſerv'd anything in her that look'd like hu- 
mour or caprice ; I have often thought ſhe 
has ſhown a remarkable command of her- 

{| temper when you have been warm with her. 

Myr. I find you are like the reſt, ſo par- 
tial in her favour that T am not like to get 
Jou much by complaining to you. | 

Phi, Nay, my dear, if I am gewerbe by 
partiality, it muſt, Lam ſure, draw me over 
to your ſide. 'Tis we that have paſt our years 
of childhood and earlieſt youth together; 
when we came from ſchool, Eluira was, you 
57 know, ag a ſtranger to me; but e 

1 | nas 


- 


I have heard you own you was paſſionate, but 


% 


grief, for ſhe ſeems to be extreamly fond of 


leaſt 1 have done fo, but if ſhe goes on to 
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has been a long, and, I hope, a laſting friend- 
ſhip ; and tis only the ſtrength of my affec- 
tion for you, that cou'd bear me out in the 
performance of this moſt diſagreeable office of 
true friendſhip. I love you ſo ſincerely, and 
ſo ardently, that I can't help deſiring you 
might be freed from any irregularity in tem- 
per or conduct, that - tends to ſhade and ob-' 
ſcure the many amiable qualities you poſſeſs, 


I fear you have never duly reflected on the 
evil of indulging ſuch a temper. 
r. Yes, 1 know I am haſty, as well as 
you can tell me; but I can no more help that, 
than, I ſuppoſe, Elvira can help crying when 
we diſagree ; ſhe ſhows her reſentment in her 
way, and I in mine; that is all the difference 
I know ; I believe we are equally vext. 

Pha. I rather think Eluira's tears flow from 


| 
r 


you; and I don't doubt but you love her too, | 
for all theſe petty jars. _ „ 
Ayr. Love her, yes I love her enough, at. 


ſerve me as ſhe has done to-day, and make my 
mamma angry with me, ſhe will ſoon wean 
me-quite-..:; | [OS 

Phi. As to this affair I can fay nothing, 
becauſe I am a ſtranger to it; what I have 
ſpoke has bzen from the obſervations I havef* 
made, and as I cou'd plainly perceive youf* 
were greatly ruffled, I concluded it might be h 
ſomewhat like the uſual occaſions of raiſingf 
your paſſion z and I fear, indeed, that this h 
foible of yours is gaining ſtreaigth, as ] | 


neve 


oſſeſs. 
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on the 
yell. as 
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never ſaw you appear ſo diſcompos'd with it 
before; nor do you ſeem yet quite recover'd. 

Ayr. I believe, indeed, I never was more 
provok'd, and you ſhall be judge whether it 
was, without occaſion. As we were riſing, I 
ſaid I wou'd aſk my mamma to let us go to 
ſee Arpatia to-day. She replied, I heard her 
ſay laſt night that ſhe ſhou'd fend to Sophro- 
nia, and then I muſt ſend to Lucinda, we be= 
ing engag' d you know when they wou'd have 
come. I told her to-morrow wou'd do as 
well for that, and I had rather go out to-day, 
therefore I wou'd aſk: with that ſhe return'd, 
then only aſk for yourſelf, pray, for you will 
be to go by yourſelf; I ſhan't, you may be 
ſure, ſend for Lucinda and leave her when I 
have done ; nor ſhall I omit ſending with my 
mamma, I am ſure that wou'd be very ftrange. 
| told her ſhe made great difficulties where 
there were none at all, for I meant that they, 
hou'd neither of them be ſent to till to-mor- 

ow. She replied, Indeed I ſhan't put my 
mamma by, by aſking to go out, for I had 
uch rather have Lucinda's company, which 
| long to enjoy, and it won't look handſome 
o my mamma : you may do as you pleaſe. 
his provok'd me extreamly indeed, becauſe 

thought ſhe only did it to croſs me ; and I 

aid 'twas very hard I muſt always be kept as 


eive youſ”? underling, and treated like a baby by her; 


might be hat I wou 
of railing 
that this 
th, 28 L 


neve 


have my will ſometimes as well _ 
5 ſhe, and wou'd not bear it as I had done. 
he replied, you may have it always as well 
I if you will do as I do, and fall in chear- 
ily with whatever is my mamma's ay 
; n 


TY 
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In ſhort, one word brought in another, and 
I muſt own I was at length too warm to be 
able to remember what | ſaid ; but I know 
nothing of ſaying any thing ſo very groſs as. 
hs i id. "1 belicre 1 told W ſhe 
need not pretend to teach as well as govern 
me, for I wou'd neither learn of her nor be 
rul'd by her. And I might have, perhaps, 
gone on longer, but I thought I heard my 

mamma coming up; ſo, as ſoon as I cou'd, 

I went down; and when, a while after, I 

went to aſk my mamma to go, ſhe told me 

ſhe. wou'd conſider of it; which Iwonder'd 
at; but a little before you came in ſhe call'd 
me into her chamber, and told me ſhe was 
ſurpriz'd.T ſhou'd aſk. her ſuch a queſtion, af- 
ter the treatment I had givin Elvira about 
this affair. She was in hopes when my paſſion 
had been over, I wou'd have conſider d better 
on't. And as I had not, ſhe thought proper 
to take ſome notice of it, and ſhew me the 
unreaſonableneſs of my conduct. But your 
coming has happily ſav'd me from the reſt, 


hi. Well, my dear, I greatly approve off 
the ſincerity with which you have told your 


ſtory ; which is a virtue I always obſerv'd 
very conſpicuous in all your words and acti- 
ons, but at the ſame time muſt own that 
am ſurpriz d to ſee you not yet enough mil: 
treſs of. your temper, to conſider that the light 
in * you have plac'd your own conduct 
is ſuch; as muſt make it appear, as your mam 


ma ſaid, moſt unreaſonable, even in the eyeg 


of thoſe who are much leſs capable of making 


a. true judgment of things than Myra is: bu 
. : Rs | 9 


oy * I 


4 
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28 you fo rejoice that you got free from your 
wy mamma's lecture, and are above being taught 
| by Elvira, you will doub:leſs think me very 
impertinent in my remarks, and therefore beg- 
me ing your pardon for this freedom, III trouble 


ern you A more now, as I ſee the ſub is ſo 
La Ar. ndeed Philomela I take all you have 
y ſaid kindly of zou, and am ſenſible I have the 


ud. moſt need to alk pardon for the haſty manner 
- | {in which I have taken you up. Tam now 
me © grown cool, and I hope I ſhall hear with a 
er'd due attention whatever you have to ſay to me, 
111g and therefore beg you wou'd go on, and con- 
vince me if you can wherein I have been in 
the wrong. That it wou'd be better not to 
fall into a paſſion on any provocation, if I 
cou'd help it, I will readily on; but that I 
had no reaſon to reſent my ſiſter's treatment, 
I can't fee, | -- 2h 


H. Aifetting this caſe before you in the light in 
' cwhich I view it; which may al ſo tend to con- 
vince you, how much your paſſion blinds your 
judgment in others. If you reflect, you can't 
but own that it was mol reaſonable that your 
mamma ſhou'd chuſe her day for viſitors, 
Myr. That's true : but then if ſhe had 
conſented to alter it, there wou'd be no harm 
in my aſking her, and I ſhau'd be the ſame if 
Ihe did not, as I am now. | 


Miiference between doing a thing becauſe you 
„ pu ino tis your mamma's pleaſure, and be- 


the Pi. Since tis at your own defire I pro- 
ceed, I hope you will not be offended at my 


Phi. No, my dear, I think there is a great 
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cauſe you are oblig'd to do it, and can't help , 
yourſelf. „ 1 
: r. Indeed FE never conlider'd: that be · wil 
fore; for I always thought if I had my mam- ly 
ma's conſent for any thing it was enough, con 
never minding whether ſhe was pleas'd with ma 
| it or not; as, I believe, I ſhou'd have done 
And to be ſure had I in this caſe it might ſſit c. 
= have kept me from quarreling with Elvira; like 
= but this does not excuſe her for making mif-Kicm 
3» chief by telling my mamma. ror if 
= Phi. Perhaps here you may be too haſty in 7 
Jour cenſure of her; if your mamma ſaw her had 
crying ſhe might be oblig'd to tell the occa- ¶ pro 
= nion; are you ſure it was not ſo? © ney 
| Myr. No, indeed I am not; and, upon ſocc. 
ſecond thoughts, I believe it might be fo, for ſchie 
I heard my mamma go into our room not cerr 
long after. And if fo, I have wrong'd her. ver) 
Phi. Il am, my dear, extreamly pleas'd toſſtem 
ſee you lie ſo open to conviction; and I hopeſſſet | 
from this inſtance you will have ſuch a viewſther 
as you never before had of the force of paſhon and 
to blind the judgment, and the fatal conſe-JT bl; 
quences that attend the being led captive byfſubd 
it, ſince upon cool reflection you thus ſtandftor: 
ſelf-condemn'd as to the whole of this affair. com 
r. You ſay right, and I on your re- of n 
flections juſt; but can you tell me how to whi 
help it, and how to cure this evil in my tem- mad 
per ? The ſight of my folly, or of the effects tuni 
of it, will do me no good if I cannot avoid it. I and 
J have been often vext at myſelf when my| 1 
paſſion was over, and ſorry for what I havgJand 
| faid or done in it, and wiſh'd I were of your 
i temper a hundred times. Phi 
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Phi, Mine! Alas, Mira, mine is too near 
a-kin to yours, to be a proper object of your 
be- wiſhes. This is the foible I have been chief - 
am-Jly combating with, and ſtriving to gain a 
ugh, conqueſt over, ever ſince I was capable of 
with I making reflections on it. 4 
one: Ar. What! Philomela paſſionate? Sure 
nohtit can't be! I never ſaw nor heard any thing 
ira z like it in you. Certainly you miſtake your 
mil-Jtemper, or you have had ſome uncommon art 
to conceal it. . 
inf Phi. 1 don't miſtake my temper; I have 
her had, and ſtill have at times, but too plain 
cca- proof of it. I am ſenſible, indeed, that I 
never was ſo apt to take ſire on every trifling 
occaſion, as ſome are; and I believe twas 
chiefly owing to this that it was ſo little diſ- 
cern'd in my years of childhood. And in my 
very early youth, finding the uneaſineſs theſe 
tempeſts when rais'd frequently gave me, I 
ſet myſelf with vigour and reſolution to lay 
them at their firſt riſing. And by watching 
and praying, and ſtriving againſt it, I: have 
[ bleſs God in part, tho' far from compleatly, 
ſubdu'd ; for ſtill, alas ! it often raiſes ſuch 
ftorms in my breaſt as greatly ruffle and diſ- 
compoſe my thoughts, which is the matter 
of my conſtant grief. But the ſucceſs with 
which my attempts have been bleſs'd, has 
made me long deſirous of taking ſome oppor- 
tunity of putting you on a like experiment, 
and | hope this will prove the proper ſeaſon. 
Myr. Dear Plalomela, be my inſtructor, 
and let me know what tis Iam to do; for [ 
think I ſhou'd ſtick at no pains, if I cou'd 
255 % ᷑ M»²‚ 4 hope 
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hope ever to attain, as far as you have done, 
this happy art. 1 
Phi. Tis more than time I was gone, m 

mamma will wonder at my ſtay, for talk'd 
only of juſt ſtepping to ſpeak to you, I hope 
I ſhall ſee you at our houſe before the week 
is out, and then, if you deſire it, we will talk 
that part over more at large. 

Ayr. Well, but pray, before you go tell me 
what are the firſt ſteps Lam to take, for 1 am 
reſolv'd thro? divine aſſiſtance, to begin from 
this very day if I know but how. 5 

Phi. You are got further than the firſt 
ſtep already, I'll aſſure you Ara. 

Ayr. What do you mean ? I have done 
nothing towards it yet. e he ane” 

| Phi. Yes, my dear, a great deal have you 
done. The conviction of a fault is always 
reckon'd the firſt ſtep to reformation. 

Myr. Then 1 am got over that ſtep, 1 am 
ſure ; 1am fully ſenſible of my failings in this 
reſpect. | ES | 

Phi. But you are advanc'd further, as you 
not only deſire, but reſolve, by the grace of 
God, to amend ; now this, I think, a con- 
ſiderable progreſs ; as this conviction and theſe 
reſolutions will, if kept up with the fame 
warmth on your mind, I doubt not, lead you 
to-confeſs and bewail your fin before God, to 
implore pardon for it thro' Chriſ, and to pray 
with frequency, earneftneſs, and importunity, 
ſor thoſe aſſiſtances of his grace, which are 
neceſſary to ſtrengthen you for the important 
work. And I wou'd recommend to you the 
careful ſtudy of the Proverbs, where you . 

| 5 n 
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102 Familiar Dratocves. 
Myr. 1 look upon you as peculiarly quali- 
fied. for this office, becauſe I find you can. 
| ſpeak from experience, and therefore what- 
ever has been ſerviceable to you on this ac- 
Count, may by the blefling of God have the 
ſame happy effet on me. And I have found 
your firſt directions not altogether ufeleſs, I 
have not only read over the proverbs, but 
made a collection of all the ſcriptures againſt 
anger, and recommending a contrary diſpo- 
fition ; and the view of them thus together 
has giv'n me ſuch a ſight of the deformity and 


fatal conſequences of paſſion, and the beauty 
and excellency of meekneſs, that were I not 
ſo fully convinc'd as I am of my fin againſt 
. God, in indulging this temper, I think I 
ſhou'd be excited to make ſome attempts after 

a conqueſt over it. 6 4 
Phi. I am very glad to hear that you ſee [ 

this matter in ſo true a light. But pray did 
your mamma take any further notice to you 
+ _ of that affair. | | „„ g 
r. Ves ſhe did. That evening ſhe took 
me into her chamber again, and talk d it over 3 
with me in a very calm and ſerious manner; | | 
which, as I was before ſelf-condemn'd, I was 

in ſome meaſure prepar'd ſuitably to receive. 
I freely own'd my fault, and told her I hop'd! 
1 ſhou'd be more upon my guard againſt paſ-f | 
ion for the future. Soon after, being alone 
with Elvira, T ſaid to her that I was lenſible 

I was in the wrong in what occaſion'd that 
diſpute in the morning; but I thought it was 
very unkind in her, to tell it to my mamma, 
She replied, I have to this day ſtrove to hide 
your 
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your faults from her, to keep you from an- 
ger, and alſo to prevent the increaſe of that 
concert which I well know your temper gives 
her; but this I cou'd not, for my mamma 
finding me weeping, and ſuſpecting the cauſe, 
oblig'd me to tell her the whole ſtory. But, 
added ſhe, as you are ſenſible of the fault, 
ope you will ſtrive againſt that quickneſs of 
our temper which occafion'd it, and then 
ou will find the advantage of it, in the con- 
ant calm of your own mind, and I the com- 
fort of living in that love and peace with you, 
which has always been my deſire, I ſaid, I 
hop'd I ſhou'd endeavour it. 

Phi. I don't doubt but you will be enabled 
to make great advances, if you do but keep 
up the ſame ſentiments, of the excellence and 
importance of the work in which you are en- 
gag d, as now ſeem to inſpire your mind. 

Myr. 1 am ſometimes in hopes I fhall ; but 
alas ! the very next day, no ſooner did a flight 
provocation ariſe, but my paſſion rook fire, 
and all my powers were thrown into the ut- 
moſt diſorder. I had, indeed, juſt command 
enough of myſelf to go away without ſpeaking 
a word. 353 ; 
_ Phi, Twas a noble ſtep ; for a retreat, in 
this caſe, is far more heroick than to face the 
enemy, till we are well aſſur'd we have ſtrength 
to combat with him. This was one of thoſe 
means, I was going to tell you I had found 
the advantage of as, I queſtion not, you did. 

Myr. So far I did, that I ſoon grew calm, 
on my retiring and conſidering the nature of 
the offence: I quickly perceiv'd that 11 moſt 

e No cou' 
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I cou'd make of it, was a. careleſs neglect in 


| my maid ; which, tho' it wou'd be proper to P! 
| take notice of, to guard her againſt the like * 
for the future, was a crime no ways equal to 
the treatment my anger, if indulg'd, wou'd th 
| have giv'n her; as I too well knew from fre- th 
| quent experience on like occaſions. Nay, I 4 


reflected on it till I was fully convinc'd that 
my crime, in being ſo ſoon angry, was really {| ?P 
greater than that which the maid was guilty 
of. And the thought that I had not ſuffer'd the 
my paſſion to break out, afforded me a greater 
pleaſure. Yet as it was only conceal'd, not 
extinguiſh'd, I was in fear teſt the guilt were 
the fame. What do you think of it ? Ide 

Phi. No, by no means. How cou'd the lofi 


P r,, 


guilt be the ſame? You, by thus ſuppreſſing en 
your paſſion, was kept from all thoſe un- * 


guarded expreſſions Which at ſuch times ge- 
nerally are plentifully pour'd forth, and often [e 
make work for bitter repentance; And by path 
thus wiſely retreating, you avoided what fur- ſ 


ther temptation the occaſion might have pre- whe 
ſented ; and, you own, ſoon regain'd your caln 
temper ſo far as to be able to reaſon calmly {| *? ® 
on the matter. I aſſure you, I think this a of tl 
noble conqueſt for the firſt attempt; and even || ®* I 
greater than I can ſometimes obtain, after ſo toy 


many repeated ones, SS i 
Mr. Nay, I went a little further in this moſt 


affair; ſor when I was thus cool, 1 calmly J Pafic 
told my maid of her fault, at which I ſaw the ſame 
girl look'd more ſurpriz'd than ſhe uſed to do nen 
when 1 talk'd to her in my uſual way ; and 7 5 
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preſently owning it, promis'd amendment, 
which promiſe ſhe has hitherto kept. f 

Phi. I am heartily glad to hear this, for 
the being able to talk coolly on any ſubject 
that was wont to ruffle me, is the greateſt at · 
tainment I have yet been able to make. For 
at firſt, a ſecond or third attempt wou'd be 
apt to produce the ſame effects as the firſt, at 
leaſt in ſome degree. And I wonder not at 
the ſucceſs on your maid's part, for I have of- 
ten thought how abſurd a conduct it is to fall 
into a paſſion either with ſervants or children, 
under the notion of ſhewing authority, and 
keeping it up. There being no ſurer way of 
loſing that authority, and rendering the perſon 
contemptible to thoſe that are under them. 
Mr. I believe you are in the right, tho' 1 
never thought of this before. But I know 
very well, that when my pappa has been in a 
paſſion with us or the ſervants, what he has 
ſaid has been only regarded as the effect of it; 
whereas when he has reprov'd us in a more 
calm but grave or ſolemn way, it has caus' 
an awful attention. But this to me is matter 
of the greateſt ſurprize, that ſo good a man 
as I believe my pappa is, ſhou'd not ſee what 
to me now appears ſo very plain, that both 
duty and intereſt join to ſtir us up to the ut- 
moſt endeavours to ſubdue theſe exorbitant 
paſſions ; for ſure if he ſaw this matter in the 
ſame light I now do, he had long e er this got 
an entire maſtery over it; whereas I can't per- 
ceive that the ſtrength of his is at all weaken'd. 
Phi. We have before obſerv'd, that this is 
a natural infirmity, and as you then own'd, 
ou 
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you thought yourſelf excuſable on that ac- 
count, / becauſe it was what you cou'd not 
help. This is, I believe, but too frequently 
all the reflection that is made upon it, eſpeci- 
ally by young perſons; thus this unhappy tem- 
per gains daily ſtrength by indulgence, and 
fixes itſelf ſo deep that tis like a poiſonous 
prant, which tho' pluck'd up with eaſe at its 
firſt ſprouting, if neglected till it has taken 
deep rooting in the earth, you may tug and, 
tug in-vain, for there it keeps its hold. And 
I believe- this is the caſe with many ſerious 
perſons, with reſpect to any. conſtitutional 
vice, and this in particular. Y ou have doubt- 
leſs, heard that noted ſaying concerning one 
juſtly eſteem'd for great eminence in ſome, 
reſpects, that is to ſay that he had grace enough 
for ten men, but not enough for himſelf. This 
- fin to Which he was ſo much inclin'd, this ir- 
regular paſſion was ſo deeply rooted, that, tho? 
he pray'd and ſtrove againſt it, he was often 
led captive by it. | g 
r. This obſervation of yours is indeed 
very agreeable to what my mamma has often 
told me, that if I did not in ſome meaſure ſtrive 
to govern my paſſion whilſt I was young, I 
was never likely to get any conſiderable con- 
queſt over it. But what ſhe ſaid on this head 
aid very little regard to, becauſe, as ſhe is 
of ſo mild and eaſy a temper, I thought ſhe 
was talking of what ſhe was an utter ſtranger 
to; and becauſe ſhe was not provok'd to fall 
into a paſſion on any occaſion, did not know 
how difficult it was for young perſons of ſo 
different a temper to avojd it; much leſs did I 
T2 | imagine 
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imagine it cou'd be more ſo, 
to ſome maturity 
tene, 8 6577) #15 296; Wee... 
. Phi, Our taſk in keeping under, and la- 
bouring to expel theſe turbulent gueſts, is ſo 
hard, that were ſt not for the encouragement 
we have to pray and hope for a ſtrength ſupe- 
rior to our own, we might be tempted to fit 
down in deſpair ; but we well know cuſtom, 
long cuſtom, adds great ſtrength to any habit, 
and conſequently we have to deal with very 
weak and impotent foes, when compar'd 
with thoſe who begin the aſſault in elder life. 
Myr. But theſe ſame aſſiſtances which we 
muſt receive, cou'd ſurely ſubdue their paſſi- 
ons, tho' ſo much ſtronger ;: for what can be 
too Hard for all- powerful grace? Therefore I 
cannot ſtill help wondering that ſo many good 
people ſhou'd yet diſcover this temper to ſo 


great a e eſpecially my pappa; who, 


by what I have heard him ſay, was religious 


very young: But perhaps he went on as 1 did, 


without ſeeing the evil of it. 

Phi. Tis very likely he 
ſo happy as to be brought to a ſenſe of it, till 
it grew ſtrong and ſtubborn. And tho' the 
grace of God is indeed able to conquer the 
moſt head-ſtrong luſt; yet who is there that 


aright applies for thoſe extraordinary aids 


which ſuch a caſe requires, or ſuitably im- 
proves thoſe aids he does receive! So that 
this is no reflection either on religion in gene- 
ral, or on the peculiar honours of divine 
grace, for we may lay this down as an un- 
doubted truth, that 


did, and was not 
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for one grown up 
in knowledge and experi- 
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fully, that IJ am ſurpriz d at it. | 
Aur. I am well, I bleſs God, and all our 
family, and I am ſure T ſpoke from my heart 
when I ſaid I was glad to ſee you, for I be- 
lieve I have wiſh'd for you twenty times with- 
in this week paſt; ſo that none of theſe rea- 
ſons have caus'd any alteration in my counte - 
nance-or ſpeech. But I cannot wonder that 
you ſhou'd take ſome notice of it, as you 
might imagine twas fomething more than or- 
dinary, that muſt make ſo giddy, thoughtleis a 
creature as I have been, look or ſpeak gravely. 
Sar. Pray is the reaſon then a ſecret? If it 
ze, I'll enquire no further. LTD 
It has been fo hitherto, but what I 
J ſo much to fee you for, was that I 
might tell you; 'tho* now you are come, I 
ſcarce know how to ſpeak my mind, 
Sar. If that be the caſe, I ſhall be impor» 
tunate in my requeſt, as the communicating 
any cauſe of uneaſineſs is oft a great relief, * 
ur. *Tis ſo, but Thave a further view in 
eaking to you, as I know you are capable of 
giving me properadyvice,  * 
Sar. If it be what I cou'd in any reſpect 
ſerve you in, it wou'd give me a great plea- 
ſure; but I am an unfit perſon to be an ad- 
viſer, if it be a cafe of great importance. 

Aur. *Tis indeed a caſe of the laſt impor» 
tance to me; yet I know no perſon that T 
cou'd ſpeak to, fo likely to aſſiſt me as you. 
And to keep you no longer in ſuſpence, I wi 
tet you into the true ſtare of the caſe. 


Tor you ſpeak fo gravely, and look fo thought- . 
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are fo liberally endow'd, be laid out with ala- 


and the ſecuring and furthering your ownever- 


rio Fauna Diatocuss:. 


About a week ago a grave aged miniſter; 


that my pappa us'd to hear when he was a lad, 
came to make him a viſit. And a little be- 
fore he went, as ſomebody ſpoke about paſ- 
times, he took it up, and ſaid he was often 
greatly ſurpriz'd,. to find that any. who pro- 
icſs'd themſelves chriſtians ſhou'd ſeem to be 
at a loſs how to paſs the time away, and cou'd 
think. of no better employment for that pur- 
poſe, than mere idle amuſements or vain di- 
verſions. Then turning to me, who ſat next 
him, he took me by the hand and ſaid, 
Young lady, excuſe my freedom, and pray 
take this from an old man's mouth, which 
may perhaps be remember'd when I am in my 
grave; that time is one of the richeſt talents 
which you are intruſted with, and for the 
improvement of which you are accountable to 
God, that tis giv'n you to prepare for eter- 
nity ; and that, if you-trifle or ſquander away 
the preſent now, you know not whether you 
ſhall be. ſpar'd to an hereafter. Remember 
therefore, now thy creator, and thy redeem- 
er, in the days of thy youth, and let theſe 
iprightly, vigorous powers with which you 


crity. in the nobleſt purſuits ; God's glory, 


laſting happineſs. ._ My pappa thank'd him 
for this exhortation, and ſaid, I pray God it 
may be deeply impre(s'd on her heart, which 
wou'd make me one of the happieſt of fathers. 
I ſcarce knew how to contain myſelf, I was 
ſo much affected. It was not the expreſſions 
ſa much that moy'd me, for the ſame things, 
ET 3 >" "2 Bad; 
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Thad, to be ſure, heard many times before 


few having had both the value and importance 


of time ſet before them more frequently than 
J. But the gravity of the good old gentle- 
man, the ſolemnity with which he ſpake, the 
unuſualneſs of ſuch an addreſs to me, with 
what my pappa ſaid, ſeem'd all to conſpire to 
force a way for theſe truths to enter into my 


heart and fix there. For indeed I have been 


capable of thinking on little elſe ever ſince. 


Sar, I don't wonder that you are in an 


unuſual manner impreſt on the occaſion, as 
there was ſomething in it that tended pecu- 
liarly to awaken the attention, and ſtrike up- 
on the paſſions. And as the impreſſions {till 


continue, I think *tis a good ground of hope 
what means, and in 


that God, who works 
what way he pleaſes, has taken the opportu- 
nity. of this awakening. call, to rouſe you up 
to a vigorous purſuit of your belt intereſts ; 
which indeed I have often fear'd you were too 


-regardlefs of, and I wanted to talk with you 


about it, . 5 


Aur, Oh Sariſſa] too regardleſs did you 


ſay; why I have been entirely fo, Why was 
te not ſo kind as to ſpeak to me? It may be 
might have attended to what you- had ſaid, 
and thereby you might have been the happy 
means of preventing my miſpending all my 
time as I have done, e 8 
Sar. Indeed T have no proper excuſe to 
make for myſelf; none but what I may 
aſham'd to tell. Sometimes I have been afraid 
70u wou'd take it ill; but this, I well know 
ought to have ventur'd, Sometimes a faul- 
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ty backwardneſs to talk on ſuch ſubjects hin- 


der d me. And ſometimes, tho' I had in my 
own mind reſolv'd on it beforehand ; when 
the time came, I have inſtead thereof encou- 
rag d and carry'd on the trifling diſcourſe that 


was begun; and ſo join'd too willingly with 


you in the waſte of our precious hours. The 
review of which has occalioned me melancholy 
refleQions in my retirement. EE. 
Oh Sariſa Had I but improv'd my 
time as you have done, I had been happy ! 
Sar. Alas ! You are widely miſtaken in 
me. I have a great deal of miſpent time to 
reflect upon with grief, beſides what I have 
mention das waſted with you; many precious 
hours that I have trifled away, which ought. 
to have been employ'd in furniſhing my mind 
with- knowledge, for which I have fo great 
advantages; or in what might be otherways. 
ſerviceable to myſelf, or thoſe around me. 
ur. Suppoling theſe ſelf accuſations of 
yours were juſt, yet what I ſaid is true. How 
happy ſhou'd I be, had I only ſome miſim- 
prov'd time to reflect on ? Whereas I have 
waſted all mine ! And is it not a very ſad 
thing to think on, that I ſhou'd live to the 
age of near fifteen, without ever once ſeri- 
ouſly reflecting, for what purpoſe my time 
was giv'n me, or once conſidering the awful 
account I muſt have to render, ſhou'd my 
judge now ſummon me to his bar ? AE 
Sar. I own tis ſad-z and ſuch a conduct 
calls for ſincere and deep repentance. 
Aur. Byt dear Sariſſa, to tell you all my 
ind freely, I muſt let you know, that I am 
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fill'd with ſuch diſtreſſing fears left T 


ſhou'd 


be ſpeedily calFd to give up my dreadful ac- 


count, that I know not what to do. I can't 
think mine looks like repentance, .it rather 
appears to be only the effects of terror, and 
dread of puniſhment. Pray tell me, is there 
any hope for mne? e 

Sar. Hope ! my dear; yes, and abundant 
ground of thankfulneſs and praiſe. 

Aur. Wherein? I can ſee nothing, nor 
think of any thing, but what fills me with 
amazement and diſtreſs, This I know, that 
I have ſpent all my time as if it were my own, 
to be employ'd juſt as my own vain and fool- 
iſh imaginations prompted, without employ- 


ing one hour in ſerious thought, either of the 


Duty I ow'd to God or man. And therefore 
what room for thankfulneſs can there be ? 
Sar. You ought, inſtead of filling- your 
mind with theſe diſtreſſing fears which unfit 
you for due reflection, to conſider. what a 
mercy tis that God has thus long borne with 
you, and now, not only giv'n you time and 
ſpace for repentance, but alſo in fo remark- 
able a way call'd you to it, and by his own 
ſpirit excited and awaken'd you, from that 
ſecurity in which you before lay. Baniſh 
therefore from your breaſt all thoſe terrifying 
thoughts, which are indeed ſo far from being 
a part of that repentance to which you are by 
the goſpel call'd, that they, whilſt indulg'd, 
are tatal obſtacles in the way of it. The ſenſe 
of {in that leads to true repentance is to be 
accompanied with ſuch an apprehenſion of the 


mercy of God in Chriit, as may. incline the 
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Heart with grief for and hatred of fin to turn 
from it to God, and inſpire firm purpoſes of 
® and endeavours after ne and better obedience 
to the divine commands. 21 

: ' Aur. 1 think T may fay I find ſomewhat of 
7 theſe diſpoſitions in my mind; but I have 
been afraid to entertain hopes that there was 
5 mercy for ſuch a finner as I have been. | 
q Sar. Has net God expreſsly promis'd that | 
'4 ze that confeſſeth and forſaketh his fins, ſhall] 
find mercy ? And is not the blood of Jeſus. | 
Chriſt his fon, ſufficient to cleanſe from all ſin?! ! 
Aur. Theſe very ſcriptures have come in- 
to my thoughts, when I was almoſt over- | 
whelm' d, and feem'd to-ftay up my mind for 
a little time; but then when I reflected again 
on the aggravation” of my guilt, that I had: 
finn'd agairft inſtructions, reproofs, and aw- 
ful warnings in the ſudden death of a dear 
ſchoolfellow, and fince of a dearer ſiſter, both 
Founger then I, I fear'd that awful threat- 
ning more juſtly belong'd to me, he that be- 
ing often reprov'd hard*neth his heart, ſhall 
þ | ſuddenly be deſtroy'd, and that without re- 
> medy : And then my fears return e. 
Sar. This was plainly a temptation of the 
Devil to draw you off . taking that com- 
ort the promiſes of God call'd you to receive. 
Therefore be no longer faithleſs, but believe 
5 that he who has promis'd that whoſoever comes 
to him he will in no wiſe caſt them out, will 
if be far from rejecting one that thus early ap- 
plies to him, for he has for the encouragement 
of fuch in particular, ſaid, thoſe that ſeek him 
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Ma: Aur. What do you mean by early ? 
; of | know Lam not a year younger than you, 
nce a have to my knowledge for ſome years 


paſt improv'd your time for the moſt valuable 


t of | purpoſes z whereas all mine is loſt, _ 
nave | Sar. I mean as I faid, that tis early ir 
was | eompariſon of multitudes round about, Who 
| go on thoughtleſsly wafting all the prime f 
at | youth; nay imploying their golden hours, 
ſhall | and moſt fprightly and noble faculties in the 
eſus | meaneſt and baſeſt ſervices. Whereas you | 
fin? [have this further ground of thankfulneſs, that | 
> in- | you have not been-left to- fall into many of 
wer- the too common vices of childhood and 
for] youth; ſuch as difobedience to parents, lying, 
gain. ſtubbornneſs, paſſion or ill-nature, pride or 
had] . tdleneſs ; ſome or all of which are too appa- 
aw- | rent, frequently in thoſe of your age. And 
dear | tho* you have not practis'd the oppoſite virtues, 
both; that is to ſay, obedience, truth, and fincerity 
reat- | a yielding diſpoſition, meekneſo, and good- 
be-] humour ; humilicy, affability, and diligence, 
all] with that view to. the command of God, and 
re- as parts of that duty which as a chriſtian is 
| enjoin'd you by your great Lord and Maſter, 
the] which, J hope will be the governing principle 
with you in all your conduct for the future; 
eive,| yet the advantages ariſing from this reftrain- 
ing grace of God you have ſo largely receiv'd, 
omes] have been many and great, and call for your _ 
will] thankful: acknowledgments. How many ſins 
ap-] have you been herehy prevented from com- 
ment] mitting ? which wou'd now have been like 
him] fharp arrows ſticking in your conſcience, and 
calling for bitter repentance, Nay, how © 
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much time has by this means been fill'd up 
with its proper work ? and what a happy ſtock 
of knowledge have you laid up for your com- 
fort and uſefulneſs in life, beyond many of 
your years? In ſome reſpects you have on this 
account improv'd your time far better than I 
have done; and my fins are greatly aggrava- 
ted by the full conviction of my duty, and 
the inconſiſtency of my behaviour with my 
own prayers and ſolemn reſolutions. And a 
view of my miſpent time in this light calls 
me to frequent deep repentance. But as bare. 
complaints are of no avail, I hope we ſhall 
both of us labour after a conduct more agree- 
able to the full conviction we have of the va- 
lue of time, and the importance of a due 
improvement of it. And, that we may, let 
us join earneſt prayers to diligent endeavours. 
But I have ſo much exceeded my time, that 
muſt now leave you with my beſt wiſhes. 

- Aur. Dear Sariſſa, If you muſt go I ſhall 
ſoon return your viſit, for I want further di- 
rections from you. 
Sar. The ſconer, the better I ſhall like it. 
And in the mean time t will ſend you a book 
on the ſubject, wherein the worth of time, 
and the duty of improving it, is ſet forth at 
large; where you will find alſo, directions 
for the performance of this great but ſo much 
neglected duty. 
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Between Celinda and 8 


— — 


Concerning coming to the Lord's. Table. 


Cel, m very glad to ſee my dear Sariſſa, 
EL, r I have thought. it a long while 
fince J had the favour of a viſit from you. 


Sar. I deſfign'd you one much ſooner 
linda indeed, but I have been pretty much en- 


I fn | 


Cel. Pray, if one may be. ſo free as to aſk, 
what weighty affairs have you had on your 
hands? For I thought few had more time 

Sar. That's true in the general; bat, if 

ou ſtay'd on Lord's-day, you muſt beſenſible 
have had an important work in hand, which 


call'd for no ſmall ſhare of my time and 


oughts. . ; 4 
Cel. Yes, I was there, and found you was 
receiv'd at communion, which increas'd in- 


ſtead of leſſening my wonder at your preſent 


ſtrangeneſs ; for I thought you might, as a 


friend, have let me into the fecret, and feen 
whether I cou'd have been induc'd to bave 
borne you company. | e 
ar. My dear Celinda, had I once had a 
that, it wou'd have been with in- 
expreſſible 
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expreſſible pleaſure I ſhou'd have communica- 
ted my intentions to you, But you muſt be 
ſenſible your reſerve to me on this topick, not- 
withſtanding our freedom in other reſpects, 
gave me no room for ſuch an attempt. As I 


have more than once giv'n ſome diſtant hints 


which might have led the way. 

Cel. IJ own it, Sari//a, and own it as a 
great fault in me, which, rho' in part owing 
to natural temper, I know 1 ought to try to 
overcome. But tho” I have never mention'd 
this affair to you, nor any one elſe, *tis a ſub- 
ject I have had many thoughts about, and 
when I heard your name mention'd, cou'd 
not but form a ſecret wiſh that mine had been 
join'd with it. 

Sar. Well, Celinda, then I hope you will 
reſolve to follow me as ſoon as poſſible. And 
if it will be any encouragement to you to hear 
my experience, I will aſſure you the ſatis- 
faction I have found herein is fo great, that 
I only repent I no ſooner broke thro' thoſe 


obſtacles which Satan and my own carnal 


e threw in my 6 


Cel. I wiſh you wou'd be fo good as to tell 


me what they were, and how you overcame 
them; which uy perhaps be of great ſervice 
to me. 
Sar. "Pwou'd di endleſs to relate to ou alk 
that has paſt in my mind on this affair, bur PII 
willingly ſum up the chief. 

It pleaſed God, in my early childhood; 
even about the eighth year of my age, to im 
preſs my mind with a deep ſenſe of the worth 
of my nag immortal ſoul, of the 170 
Y | | 00 
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ſtood in of a Saviour, for Peng and re- 
newing grace; and I truſt I was drawn by. 
the cords of divine love to give myſelf up en- 
tirely to him to be ſav'd in his own way. I 
was ſoon convine'd that it is the duty of every 
ſincere chriſtian to make a publick as well as 
private ſurrender of himſelf to God in Chriſt, 
and openly avow the cauſe and intereſt of that 
maſter he profeſſes to ſerve ; but I was kept 
from taking any ſteps in order hereto, . by my 
age; for as I had never heard of any ſo young 

that were admitted, I fear'd if I offer'd my- 
ſelf for communion, I ſhou'd be refus'd. This, 
made me eaſy in my delay for ſome time. Af- 
ter which, when freſh convictions of duty 
broke in, I fell into ſo deſponding a temper: 
for ſome time, as effectually deterr'd me from, 
a work of this nature; and when I had at- 
tain'd to a more ſettled peace of mind, and 
began to renew my thoughts on the affair 3 
then (with other objections) that of ſpeaking 
to the miniſter aroſe before my view in ſo for- 
midable a light, I ſaw no way to ſurmount it. 
Theſe were my chief hindrances. _ 

Cel. Well my dear Sariſſa, I long to know 
how you got thro? theſe difficulties ; for I muſt 
own, you have given an exact deſcription 0 
what has paſt in my own mind; but the wa 
to get thro” them, has not yet been found out 
by me. | 

Sar. I hope you will be enabled to break 
thro' them all with more care than I did 
but I will readily inform you in what man- 
ner I at length overcame them. 
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your deſigns in execution? 


ion on the account of my age, 
as1 before hinted, remain'd for a long time in 
its full power, even above two years; and on 
renewing the debate, it ſtill pleaded ſtrenu- 
| againſt my attempt. But I conſider'd, 
that I was not to be govern'd by the example 
of thoſe around me, any further than their 
conduct was agreeable to the rule of God's 
word; that this was a plain and expreſs duty, 
that I found no age for admiſſion fix d in the 


Seripture; that as for my ſtaying for greater 


improvements in knowledge and grace, (which 
next offer d to my thoughts) it was in reality 
to neglect taking a ſovereign medicine till 
was in good part recover'd from my diſeaſe; 
that the church is the ſchool of Chriſt, into 
which all who/fincerely deſire to be his diſci- 
ples are to enter, that they may be train d up 
to greater advances by the ſpecial advantages 
there enjoyed; that the ſacraments of the 
Lord's-ſupper is peculiarly adapted, and if du- 
ly attended on, bleſt to the worthy receiver 
for his ſpiritual nouriſhment and growth in 
ace. On ſuch conſiderations I came to a 
ull determination no longer to delay keeping 
this command of my God, my deareſt Saviour, 


my crucity'd redeemer. This was, I believe, 


near A year ago, = 
Cel. But how came you to delay putting 


4 


Sar. T hen ſtarted up that difficulty, which 
at fit ſt fight ſeem'd infurmountable. I mean 


the-fpeaking to the miniſter.  _—- 
Cel. I want ſadly to know how you got 
over that, | 
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Sar. Truly I made a tedious work of it; 


and ſometimes when I thought myſelf firmly 


refolv'd, my courage fail'd me again and my 
purpoſes vani{h'd into ſmoak; but I reflected 


on thoſe words of my bleſſed Lord, that who- 


ever ſhou'd be aſham'd of him and his words, 
of him wou'd he be aſham'd at the great day; 


| but that he ſhould couragiouſly'own and con- 
feſs him as his Lord and Maſter before men, 


he wou'd then confeſs them, own and treat 
them as his diſciples before his father and be- 
fore angels and men: further, that the word 
commands me to be ready always to give, to 
every one that aſketh me, a reaſon of the 


hope that is in me with meekneſs and fear ; - 


and ſurely, thought I, ſhou'd I in a peculiar 
manner be thus ready, when ſuch a declara- 


tion is a necellary ſtep in order to my com- 


plying with my own duty. I further ar- 
gued thus with myſelf: What! am l, if cal- 


led to it, to give an account of my faith when 


this confeſſion might expoſe me to impriſon- 
ment or death? which is the caſe our Saviour 
ſeems to have in view, Am neither to re- 
yard the ſuperiority of thoſe before whom I 

and, nor the ſhame, reproach, or danger 
fuch an acknowledgement wou'd expoſe me 
to? Theſe are the terms, I know, I have 
p:etended to comply with. 1 have, in depen- 


dance on divine grace, reſolv'd that Iwill take 


up my croſs'and follow my redeemer when- 
ever he calls me to it. And ſhall I think it a 
great hardſhip to take ſome pains with myſelf, 
and put ſome force upon myſelf, to break thro' 
that natural ſhynels and Me that is ſo apt 
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to appear on this occaſſon ? Theſe conſidera- th: 
tions | found of no ſmall weight with me, and ¶ ye 
determin'd my compliance. The morning L tra 


Was going to the miniſter, fill'd with ſolici- I he 
tous thoughts, that place came with weight an no 
my mind, take no thought how or what you tio 

"ſhall ſpeak, for it ſhall be giv'n you in that as 

tame hour what ye ought to lay. I was, in- | ter 

deed, very ſenſible, that this was a promiſe | the 
made on a far more difficult occaſion, and my 
that therefore I cou'd not expect the ſame de- mi 
grees of aſliftance ; yet I found it inſpire a | the 
hope, that according to my meaſure, and the | to 
nature of my caſe, it ſhou'd be fulfill'd to me... Ih 
And bleſſed be God, my hopes were not ut- | yer 
terly fruſtrated ; but I gave ſuch an account pes 
as was to ſatisfaction. Yet, alas! my diffi- | ., 
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ole enced not here! + io wins {443 1Ch 
Cel. No! What cou'd further lie in | the 
Jour way 2 tail 


© Sar. As I was then younger than I ſuppoſe - | to | 
.that ſociety had ever. admitted, there. was | the 
ſomebody rais'd an objection, and carried it can 
ſo far, that the miniſter thought not proper to ſp i 
- propoſe me the next Loxrd's-day as he had de- Jon 
ſign'd. And tho' he, in the kindeſt and gen- | the 
tleſt manner, let me know it, and told me | gf ; 
he wou'd. not have me diſcourag'd at waiting 8 
a little longer, This was the means of throw- one 
ing my mind into the utmoſt diſtreſs, and thus | ſub 
L reaſon'd with myſelf; I had better not have his 
been ſo haſty in this affair; for is not here | obf 
plainly the hand of God to be ſeen againſt me in t 
herein; I ought to ſee and acknowledge it, mir 
and, inſtead of being uneaſy, to be thankful | wig 
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that by thus blocking up my way he has pre- 
vented the aggravated guilt I might have con- 
tracted by an unworthy receiving; for had 1 
been a proper ſubject, the path to duty wou 
not have been thus ſhut up. As theſe reflec- 
tions appear'd to me juſt, I rather took them 
as the effect of due conſideration, than as the 
temptations of Satan; ſo that, drawing from 
them the moſt melancholy conclufions againſt 
myfelf, inſtead of continued,defire to be ad- 
mitted,” I was even ready to tremble at the: 
thought of my bold preſumption, in offering 
to lay claim to the children's bread, to which 
I had no right. But I bleſs God it was not 
very long e'er I attain'd again my former 
peace of mind. 8 N 

Cel. I think ſuch an inſtance ſhou'd make 
Chriſtians very careful what diſcouragements 
they lay in the way of young ones; for cer- 
tainly it muſt have occafion'd much concern 
to the party, had it been known what diſtreſs: | 
the ſtep taken had caus'd you. — But how | 
came you, my dear Sariſſa, after you was ea- ] 
ſy in your mind to continue your neglect ſo 
long, as you were providentially remov/'d from 'M 
thence, and fix d where you had no proſpect ö 
of meeting with any obſtruction? 

Sar. Alas ! Celinda, it is impoſſible for any, 
one who has not had ſome experience of the- ö 
ſubtilty of Satan, and the deceitfulneſs of | 
his own heart, to conceive what a variety of | 
obſtacles are by the one and the other plac'd. 
in the way of duty ! Even after my peace of 
mind return'd, the diſcouragement I had met | 
wita, ſe:m'd. to me a. ſufficient arg ment to ö 

SSSI M 2 Juſtify; 


5 * 


. 


"= 


— 


) 
j 
7 


# 


— 


144 
juſtify my delay, and as for my remove, that 


that we may ſee what ma 


* 
© i 


- 


FAMILIAR Draiocves. 


rais'd a freſh difficulty, as I had a new mini- 
ſter to ſpeak to; but on providentially hearing 
my duty {trongly preſt from the pulpit, new 


_ reſolutions took place; which, as you ſee, 


have, bleſſed be God, been enabled to put in 
execution. Thus I have, my dear Celinda, 
giv'n.you the account you deſir'd, and have 
been the more particular, as you bint:d a re- 
ſemblance in our caſe. 955 | 

Cel. I did fo, and think myſelf extreamly 
oblig'd to you; and I muſt own you ha e an- 
ſwer d all my objections but one, fo ſar, that 
J can make no reaſonable reply. 

Sar. I am very glad of it; but pray let's 
have that one, whatever it be, over again, 


What is it? OY 

Cel. Nay, tis that which is of the greateſt 
moment; a fear leſt I am not ſincere in my 
pretenſions to religion. | 
Sar. That we oughr to be jealous lefl we 


ſhou'd deceive ourſelves with falſe hopes, or 
take up a profeſſion of religion without expe- 


riencing the power of it in our bearts, I rea- 
dily allow. On the other hand, we ought 
not to diſtreſs ourſelyes with groundleſs fears, 
and make theſe pleas for omitting a known 


duty; for this is not a ſituation of mind to de 
reſted in, even tho' no ſuch affair were in the 
thoughts: for can any thing appear more 


ſhocking to ſerious perſons, than an utter un- 
certainty how it will be like to fare with them 
thro' the ages of an endleſs eternity? And this 
temper of mind muſt ſure be look d on as very 
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at f dangerous as well as uncomfortable, when we 
1— reflect we are certain of none but the preſennt 
g time for ſettling this moſt important concern. 
w Cel. You ſay right; yet, alas? I muſt own |Þ 
this hath been moſtly the caſe with me for a || 
in great while. I was under conviction when || 


very young, and not only made ſenſible of 
my need of a Saviour, but earneſtly ſollici- 
e- | tous to obtain from him pardoning and re- 

| newing grace; and for a conſiderable time 


ly went on with great delight in the ways of | 
n- © God, and found his word and ordinances ad- 
at miniſter to me peace and joy. But ſince 


my mind been harraſſed with great diſquiet 
and thoſe ſubjects which were wont to afford 
me the moſt pleature, now fill me with diftrefs | 
and terror. „„ „„ 
Sar. Have you not, my dear, loſt your _ 
uſual comfort, by letting down your waten 
m and giving way to a careleſs or worldly tem- 
per of mind? For this is, I know, too com- 
we mon a caſe. e „„ we 


or | C. There indeed you have rightly judged. 
- | . I fell into a cold and formal way of perform 
ea- ing duty, and vain, trifliing amuſements, the 


gbt common baits to enſnare a youthful mind, fo 

Irs, | ingroſt my thoughts and time, that I, in a 
wn | great meaſure, loft fight of ſpiritual and hea - 
be venly objects. And when any ſermon, pro- 
the | vidence, or admonition of friends has faften' 

ore on my conſcience, then have I been fil'd with 
un- amaze and dead. Now, what think you of 
em | acaſelike mine? . „„ 
this | Sar. I think and know that you are not 
ery | alone in it. I have, with grief muſtI om it, 
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been in the ſame circumſtances of diſtreſs, and 

from the fame fatal cauſe, my own folly, ſloth 

and carnality. Out of which I was, I bleſs 
God, rouſed by hearing ſome diſcourſes on 
| thoſe words, but grow in grace. By which 
I plainly perceiv'd, that inſtead of. growing I 
was greatly on the decline; that if there were 
iadeed the ſeeds. of grace ſown in my heart, 
they ſeem'd far from thriving there; which | 
led me to fear, that I had hitherto deceiv'd 
myſelf with falſe hopes. Upon which, I ſet 
apart ſome time to humble my ſoul before 
Zod on this account, and, after earneſt prayer | 


mm 


for aſſiſtance, engag'd in the too-longineglet-" - | - 
| _ ed duty of cloſe ſelf- examination; In which!!! 
found great reaſon to hope that I diſcern'dꝰ) 9 
ſome of the marks of true grace, tho” its weak 4 
| declining ſtate too viſibly appear dat the. ſame - q 

time. On which I moſt attentively read and» A 


conſider d the directions, and promiſes made 3 
| tai the backſlider ;' particular _ thoſe in the £& 
third chapter of Jeremiah, and fourteenth: of a 

e; and did endeavour to take with me n 


words, and turn unto the Lord, earneſtly 0 
pleading with him, that he wou'd take away is 
all iniquity and receive me graciouſly.” After de 
Which, were thoſe reviving words impreſt on Is 
my mind as tho” they had come by a voice: ph 
from Heaven, if any man ſin we have an int 


advocate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſi the 
righteous ; and he is the propitiation for our an 
fins, &c. And I was, I hope, enabled by: lig 
faith to apply to this bleſſed advocate, and to: | Wh 
rely on him as the propitiation for my fins, ili 

commit. my. caſe.to.him, as my kiud and. 
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powerful interceſſor in the court of Heaven; 
thro' whom I hope to be again admitted to 
favour; and from whom I pray'd that I might 
derive thoſe influences of grace, by which this 
poor wither'd foul of mine might yet grow up 
as the corn, and flouriſh as the vine. 

Cel. But is it ee for a real chriſtian 
thus to decline? Does not the Scripture ſay, 
that the righteous ſhall hold on his way, and 
grow ſtronger and ſtronger. | 1 ar 

Sar. This is indeed a progreſſive work, and 
the path. of the juſt ſhall. be as a ſhining light 
that ſhines more and more unto the perfect 
day. But, as oft. in that caſe, thoſe clauds 


ariſe, which ſeem to portend returning dark- + 


neſs, till, being ſcatter'd, we find the light 
on the enereaſing hand; o 'tis here. It is 
with the new creature as with an infant; it 
will, if it lives, grow up to its perfect ſtature; 
yet it may, thro' the force of ſome diſeaſe, 
greatly decline in fleſh and ſtrength.; and ſeem 
at a total ſtand as to growth; ; thoſe ſpiritual 
maladies to which the chriſtian is liable, have 
often the ſame fatal effects on him. But what 
is his duty in ſuch a caſe ? not to fit down in 
deſpair, and, becauſe he is ſick, imagine he 
is dead ; but with ſpeed to apply to the great 
phyſician, who can not only forgive all his 
iniquities, but alſo heal all his diſeaſes. 

Cel. You indeed inſpire into me ſome hope, 
and have, I, am ſure, ſet my duty in a clear 
light ; which is, with grief to remember 
whanes I am fallen, ſincerely to repent and 
diligently to ſet about my firſt works, 
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ar. I know of nothing that will be ſo 
likely to aſſiſt you in this work, and confirm 
and ſtrengthen your mind, as the neceſſary 
preparation for the duty we have been diſcourſ- 
ing of, and a due attention upon it. 
Cel. I can come to no reſolution in my pre- 
ſent temper, but if I can get a little more 
compos'd, I'll engage to think of it, and let 
ou know the reſult of my thoughts ; in the 
mean time, with my thanks for this kindneſs, 
I muſt beg your prayers that I may be quick- \ 
en'd and eſtabliſh'd. | 
Sar. I ſhall not be unmindful of you; and 
- will ſend you a ſermon of the reverend Dr, 
Doddridge's, entitled the young convert invi- 
ted to early communion ; which may, by the 
bleſſing of God, be a means of bringing you 
to a fixt reſolution. And | hope I ſhall ſhare 
your prayers, as I greatly need them, that I 
may be enabled to walk ſuitably to the pro- 
feſſion I have made; that I may remember 
the ſolemn engagements, I have before God, 
angels, and men, laid-myſelf under, and keep 
continually on my guad, left I ſhou'd be 
drawn aſide to diſgrace that maſter I profeſs 
to ſerve, or bring a reproach on that religion 
I have thus openly avow'd. | 


